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Fditorial

Awareness Is ncreasing aboul lhe valuable role of organic
Jarming all over the world. Accordingly, more people are
attracted towards organic farming and started practicing the
same. Bul due (o lack of concept and proper Rnowledge of
adopting organic farming practices, farmers are feeltng miserable
lo cope with thus oblained improper resulls. The main reason
venind the shortfalls of nascent organic farmers is the non-
avarlatility of suitable methodlogy to e followed right from land”
preparation to harvest.

In order to circumvent the above said hurdle(s), an effort has been
made to provide guidance with his issue by publishing the
articles of package of practices of few crops in organic cultivation
Which provides almost all details of practices adopted in organic
cullivation.

The organic certification and marketing article fias covered
almost all basic important ttems that would enable an asprrant

organic farmer to start with organic farming witfiout any muc/i

hesitation. following sections of the issue tried o create

awareness about recent and to be held issues/events related to

organic farming under Gloval organic news section, National and
Interanation events section.

Inspite of the pandemic situation, NCOF & its regional centres
strived its best to render support to all the stakefiolders of organic

Sarming. Summary of the same Iis_presented under the section
NCOF Fvents'

Clilef ELditor
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ORGANIC PACKAGE OF PRACTICES OF
RICE IN NORTH EASTERN HILL REGION OF
INDIA

Manoj Kumar’, Praveen K. Vootla* and Gagnesh Sharma
*Regional Centre of Organic Farming, Panchkula,
#Regional Centre of Organic Farming, Nagpur,
National Centre of Organic Farming, Ghaziabad,

# praveen.vootla@gov.in

Introduction

The North eastern hill region is known for
Organic by default since the soils of the
region were virgin and productive. In the
north eastern hill states of India viz.,
Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur, Meghalaya,
Mizoram, Nagaland and Sikkim, still people
prefer the traditionally produced organic food
items. The sticky type of rice is preferred by
the indigenous people of the North East and
Eastern India. The region lies in the primary
origin of rice (Indo China region of crop
Origin). Organic rice cultivation in the region
using suitable technology may not affect the
productivity, rather there will be scope for
maintaining the yield through enhanced soil
health.

The aromatic and sticky rice of the region has
got very good export potential. There are
more than one thousand local collections of
rice in the region. Few most popularly grown
rice in this region are Joha rice (Assam),
Chakhao, Black aromatic rice (Manipur),
Jasulaya (Meghalaya), Harinarayan,
Kalikhasa (Tripura). The region produces
organic Black rice from Manipur and Joha
rice from Assam. Black rice is known as chak-
hao in Manipur, India. The bran hull
(outermost layer) of black rice contains one
of the highest levels of anthocyanins found in
food.

The grain has a similar amount of fiber to
brown rice and, like brown rice, has a mild,
nutty taste. Besides there are many local
cultivars which have been cultivated since
time immemorial.In recent years many new
sticky type high yielding varieties of rice have
also been developed by various
organizations.

Climate Requirement:

Warm and humid climate with temperature
range 21 — 37°C is favourable for the crop.
However, with the spread of the population at
a number of locations particularly varied
altitudes having specific microclimates, the
different local germplasms adapted to a wide
range of conditions. At the time of tillering and
blooming of the crop the temperature
requirement is 26.5 — 29.5°C and ripening
time temperature should be between 20 —
25°C.
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Soil

Soil having good water retention capacity
with good amount of clay and organic matter,
well drained, loamy and light alluvial soils with
pH 5.0 to 6.5.

Varieties

Cultivar suitable for NEH region is as follows

For Low land or Low altitude: Black rice,
IR-64, Naveen, Gomati Dhan, Ranjit, RC-

Maniphou-6, RC-Maniphou-7, RC-
Maniphou-10, RC-Maniphou-12, RC-
Maniphou-13, TRC-Borodhan-1, DR-92,

Shahsarang 1, Lamphnah, CAU-R-4, CAU-
R-3, CAU-R-1, Aromatic & fine grain rice,
Joha, Kalikhasa, Harinarayan.

For mid altitude upland: Bhalum-1,
Bhalum-2, Bhalum-3, Bhalum-4, Lurou and
IET 20204.

For mid altitude Lowland: Shahsarang-1,
IR-64, Lampual, VD-82, Krishna Hamsa,
Mendri,

Aromatic and fine grain rice: Megha AR-1,
Megha AR-2, Keteki Juha.

For high altitude: Megha Rice-1, Megha
Rice-2, Megha Rice-3.

Seed rate:

Transplanted crop: 25-60 kg/ha (depending
on medium to fine type var and line to random
planting). Direct seeding (wet sowing) 60-80
kg/ha Broadcast (Puddled field): 60-70 kg/ha.
System of Rice intensification (SRI): 5-6
kg/ha.

Seed selection:Seeds are put in plain water,
stir well and the floated ones are to be
rejected.

Land preparation and planting methods
Transplanted crop

Nursery bed management: about 700 — 800
m? area of nursery is required for
transplanting of one ha.area. The nursery
bed should be well puddled and leveled to
avoid uneven patches of water.

Sowing time:Summer rice:2nd week to 4th
week of June and pre-kharif rice: 3 week of
January to 1% week of February.

Transplanting /Sowing: Optimum time of
transplanting 1% fortnight of July to 3™ week
of July for low and mid altitude valley lands.

Direct Sown: In upland direct sown crops,
optimum time of sowing time first fortnight of
June. Direct seeded crop is sown in line of 25
-30 cm apart maintaining seed rate of 60- 80
kg/ha.

Conventional Transplanting Method:
Transplant 2-3 seedlings 21-25 days old per
hill at 25 cm x15 cm spacing.

Land preparation:

For transplanting: Two-three ploughing and
uniform leveling with peripheral bunds.
Puddling may be done 2-3 times to make it
weed free and water retentive. Apply FYM 15
t/ha or FYM 7.5 t/ha + Vermicompost 2.5 t/ha
with 150 kg/ha rock phosphate about 15-20
days before transplanting and mix well with
soil during ploughing.

For direct seeding: Four ploughings are
necessary. If soil pH is lower than 5.0
application of lime @ 2t/ha at first and second
ploughings is necessary to obtain good yield.
Apply lime atleast one or two weeks before
sowing. Cultivate legume in rice field at
interval of 2-3 years.

Nursery raising practice (If applicable)

Area of | 1000 m? for dry nursery and wet
nursery nursery and 100 m? for MMN
required for | (modified mat nursery) in SRI

1 ha

Nursery Dry nursery, wet nursery, SRI
raising

method

Organic Farming Newsletter, March-June 2021
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Bed size | 4-5 cm height and 1-1.5 m in width
(Length X | for dry nursery, keep saturated for
Breadth in | few days with water in wet nursery
m) and 4m wide bed in MMN
Seed sowing | 2.5-3.0Kg in dry, 40-50 Kg in wet
rate/ and 10 kg/ha in modified SRI
Pre-sowing Azospirillu Quantity/ | Method
seed/soll m kg of of
treatment Phosphate | seed applica
(only using | solubilizers tion
organic 2 kg/ha Root
inputs  such dipping
as bio- 2 kg/ha
fertilizer, bio-
control
agents, cow
urine,
panchagavy
a etc.)
Source and Quantity/
optimum Ver | m2area
quantity  of mic | 2 kg
organic omp | Vermicom
manures/oth ost post
er nutrient
source/m? of
nursery
Irrigation
practices
Weed Manual weeding
managemen
t
Organic Nameof Recomm | Quantit
plant pest/disea | ended y/m?
protection se organic area
practices material
Seed borne | used for
diseases control
Soil borne | Solar seed
diseases treatment
Seed and
seedling
treatment
with
Trichoder
ma
Optimum 8-14 days old seedlings in SRI at 25
seedling age | cm x 25 cm spacing
(days)

5“13 r 2 Bs

Nutrient Management for Main field:

Direct Sown:12 — 15 t of well decomposed
FYM along with 50kg rock phosphate/ha or 5
— 7.5 t vermicompost along with 150 kg rock

phosphate or application of FYM @ 10 t/ha
plus vermicompost 2.5 t/ha along with 150 kg
rock phosphate is the best option for higher
productivity and sustainability. Application of
neem cake 150 kg/ha provide crop protection
of soil borne diseases and improves crop
nutrition of rice crops.

Transplanted: All the weed biomass of crop
besides or green manuring biomass is
incorporated into the soil. Apply 10 — 12 t of
FYM before 20 days transplanting and 250 —
300 kg neem cake during transplanting. OR
apply 5 — 6 t of Vermicompost before 20 days
transplanting and 250 — 300 kg neem cake or
application of 5t FYM + 2 t Vermicompost +
3 t green manures /weed biomass before 20
days transplanting plus 250 — 300 kg neem
cakes during transplanting of rice crop. Rock
phosphate @ 150 kg/ha may also be applied
for better phosphorous nutrition.

Biofertilizers such as Azospirillum or PSB @
2 — 3 kg/ha mixed with 25 kg FYM or
Vermicompost and applied to the soil just
before planting. or PSB can also be applied
as seed treatment and in field application
along with Azospirillum biofertilizers. Blue
green algae @ 10 kg/ha applied 10 days after
transplanting. Azolla as green manure @ 6
ttha can be incorporated before
transplanting. Inoculation of fresh biomass of
Azolla @ 200 kg/ha of 10 days before
transplanting could multiply further & cover
the rice field as a green mat in 2 — 3 weeks
period with 15 — 20 t biomass accumulation.
Azolla is incorporated at the time of weeding
in main field.

Water Management:

Rice is a water loving plant. It is always better
to grow rice under well irrigated plots for
assured crop. Maintaining water to cover the
soil during crop growth also checks the weed
seeds from germination and to grow.

In Nursery: At any cost rice nursery should
not be allowed to dry even a single day.
Hence watering should be done every
alternative evening to keep the soil moist.

In Main field: Continuous submergence of
2-5 Cm during crop growth period gives
higher yield. The depth of water should not

Organic Farming Newsletter, March-June 2021
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exceed 5 Cm in the field particularly at the
tillering stage of the crop. Irrigation should be
stopped 3 — 4 weeks before harvesting the
crop. In SRI practice no flooding is needed
and field is kept saturated.

Weed Management options: It includes
hand weeding, crop rotation, land leveling,
state seed bed preparation, flooding and use
of rotary/cono weeder etc. In upland rice
intercropping with legumes viz. soybean,
Groundnut etc. (4:2 row ratio) is effective for
weed control in NEH. Regular incorporation
of weeds into the soil during fallow period,
use of field flooding to suppress weeds is
more effective if fields are precision leveled.
Dual cropping of rice with Azolla also reduces
weed problem. Releasing about 20 ducklings
/ha also keeps the weeds at minimum level.
Two weeding should be given at 20 and 30
days after transplanting with paddy cono
weeder or hoe at low land field.

Insect pest and disease management
options:

Cultivation of tolerant/resistant varieties
should be well adopted to soil and climatic
condition and also have resistant to pests
and diseases of the region i.e. leaf and neck
blast, sheath blight.

Selection of quality healthy and clean
seeds.

Quality rice seeds from a known source may
be used. If available certified organic may be
used. Treated seeds are not allowed for
organic certification hence in case certified
seeds are used, it should be confirmed that
the seeds are not chemically treated. In case
of saved seeds, selection of true to type
healthy plants, good panicles, proper
selection, matured seeds, collection, storage,
and packaging handling have to be ensured.
If packed in moisture vapour proof
containers, seed moisture should not exceed
9-10%. In open conditions (gunny/cloth bags
it should not exceed 12-13%). Care should
be taken to safely store the saved seeds in
suitable containers with proper label, free
from rodents’ attacks. Uses of low cost
charcoal desiccated RC Seed bins are
advised.

Plant Protection.

Use of botanicals viz., neem based products,
neem cake @ 150 kg/ha neem Oil @ 2.5
ml/lit. prevent insect-pests and diseases.

Use of natural enemies such as
Trichogramma spp. @ 50,000/ha against
stem borer and leaf folder are effective. Six
to eight times release of Trichogramma
japonicum and T. chilonis starting from 30
days of transplanting gives good control of
most of the fungal diseases. Spraying of
Verticilium lecani @ 1X10° spores/ml is
effective against white backed plant hopper
(WBPH). Spraying of Beauveria bassiana @
3g/lt water is also useful for control of rice
hispa. Karajia/desisone spray @ 20ml/lit
water is useful to check shucking pests like
thrips, BPH, etc. Use of pheromone traps
(100 traps/ha) at flowering stage are very
effective agent gundhi bug insect. Use of light
traps is also effective against insect pests of
rice that are attracted towards light but may
be expensive venture. Nowadays using
pheromone traps for various insects are also
available which may be selected as and when
required.

Cropping systems: In the north eastern hill
region, intercropping with soybean, arhar,
groundnut with rice in uplands are taken up.
Example rice + soybean (4:2 row ratio) and
rice + groundnut (4:2 row ratio). Under high
altitude conditions monoculture of rice is
prevalent but cropping sequence of potato —
rice is recommended. Under mid and low
altitude, rice- mustard, rice-peallentil. In
irrigated condition of Manipur and Tripura,
rice - rice- pea /lentil/toria as rainfed in
practice under raised and sunken bed system
of cultivation in low lands.

Harvesting and post harvest operations:
Rice crop can be harvested when 75-80% of
the grains turn golden yellow (dull brown in
black rice) colour. Depending on the weather
conditions, crops may be harvested, sun
dried for 4-7 days threshed and cleaned.
High moisture and or high relative humidity
plays an important role in deterioration of
grains, Hence regular monitoring and drying
at 3-4 months intervals particularly after rains
could maintain the quality and storability of
the grains, both unhusked paddy and husked
rice.
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Organic Certification in India

Dr. Praveen K. Vootla
Regional Centre of Organic Farming, Nagpur
(Govt of India, Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare
Department of Agriculture, Coop. & Farmers Welfare)

Introduction

Organic agriculture is a unique production
management system which promotes and
enhances agro-ecosystem health,
including biodiversity, biological cycles and
soil biological activity, and this is
accomplished by using on-farm agronomic,
biological and mechanical methods in
exclusion of all synthetic off-farm inputs.

Strength of Organic Farming

After almost a century of development
organic agriculture is now being embraced
by the mainstream and shows great promise
commercially, socially and environmentally.
While there is continuum of thought from
earlier days to the present, the modern
organic movement is radically different from
its original form. It now has environmental
sustainability at its core in addition to the
founders concerns for healthy soil, healthy
food and healthy people.

Further nutrient management is one of the
important aspect which is looked after by
crop rotation, multiple cropping, mixed
cropping, incorporation of legumes as
intercrops, crop residue management and
by use of on-farm made compost. Plant
protection is achieved by habitat
management, multiple cropping, cropping
combinations, crop rotations, release of pest
predators and parasitoids and use of
botanical and bio-pesticides. Adoption of
Organic farming systems also lowers the
need for credit and thus makes farmers self-
reliant by using local/indigenous resources
for cultivation.

Organic Certification
Organic certification system is a quality

assurance initiative, intended to assure
quality, prevent fraud and promote

commerce, based on set of standards
and ethics. It is aprocess certification
for producers of organic food and other
organic plant products. In India, the following
two systems of organic certifications are
available

1. Participatory Guarantee System for
India (PGS-India) implemented by
Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers
Welfare

2. National Programme for Organic
Production (NPOP) implemented by
Ministry of Commerce and Industry.

Organic certification of the farm and its
produce shall further benefit farmers, as the
certified organic products have very good
demand in both the domestic and
international market. Obtaining organic
certification for products for export market is
little bit costly affair due to the third party
certification process, whereas for marketing
organic products domestically shall be of low
cost due to the Participatory Guarantee
System for India (PGS-India).

Third Party Certification and PGS-India
Organic Certification logos in India
Participatory Guarantee System for India

"Participatory Guarantee Systems are
locally focused quality assurance systems.
They certify producers based on active
participation of stakeholders and are built on
a foundation of trust, social networks and
knowledge exchange”. In the case of organic
agriculture, PGS is a process in which
people in similar situations (in this case
producers) assess, inspect and verify the
production practices of each other and
collectively declare the entire holding of the
group as organic. Ministry of Agriculture,
Govt. of India launched PGS-India during
March, 2011.
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PGS is followed in more than 72 countries
and named like PGS-South Africa, PGS-
IFOAM. So, to avoid confusion, it is named

O

) ) A\ QR / s FARMERS
e i GROWERS,

PGSINDIA| | oGS = Q )G €

ORGANIC oW Alric Certified Organic ‘ o

PGS-India as it is run by Govt. of India

" ORGANIC

Guiding

principles

Participation

Shared Vision

Transparency

Trust

Horizontality : non-hierarchical at group
level, collective responsibility

I

[0 National networking

Salient features

0 Locally relevant

0 Quiality assurance system

0 Participation of producers (Farmers)
and Consumers (including Traders/
retailers)

0 Assess, inspect and verify the
production practices, Documentation
and

0 Certification decision

0 Sale products with PGS-India Logo
and Unique Identity Number

Conclusion
Success of organic movement shall be

strengthed by the proper certification
systems.
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Global Organic News

February 17, 2021: The European Market
for Organic Food at the BIOFACH
Especial

The latest data and trends for four European
markets (Germany, France, Italy and UK) as
well as for Europe as a whole was
presented.

The session took place on February 17,
2021, 5 pm to 6 pm CET at the Forum
Biofach, Stream 5.

The live-streamed Congress is an integral
part of the BIOFACH / VIVANESS 2021
eSPECIAL. Firm elements in the extensive
programme include sessions on trends,
figures, data and facts on the global market
for organic foodstuffs and natural and organic
personal care products, sessions on top
themes such as packaging vs. unpacked,
and special events and sessions giving
comprehensive coverage to the main
Congress theme of “Shaping Transformation.
Stronger. Together”. The Congress is also
interactively structured using an integrated
chat function.

Presenter : Dr. Susanne Padel, Thinen-
Institut, Deutschland
Speakers

According to the latest FiBL survey on
organic agriculture worldwide, organic
farmland increased by 1.1 million hectares,
and organic retail sales continued to grow, as
shown by the data from 187 countries (data
as of the end of 2019). The 22nd edition of
the study "The World of Organic Agriculture”
published by FiBL and IFOAM — Organics
International shows a continuation of the
positive trend seen in the past years. This
annual survey on organic agriculture
worldwide is supported by the Swiss State
Secretariat for Economic Affairs (SECO), the
International Trade Centre (ITC), the
Sustainability Fund of Coop Switzerland and
NurnbergMesse, the organizers of the
BIOFACH fair.

The global organic market continues to grow
The global market for organic food reached
106 billion euros in 2019. The United States
is the leading market (44.7 billion euros),
followed by Germany (12.0 billion euros) and
France (11.3 billion euros). In 2019, many
major markets continued to show strong
growth rates; for example, the French market
increased by more than 13 percent. Danish
and Swiss consumers spent the most on
organic food (344 and 338 euros per capita,
respectively). Denmark had the highest

e Helga Willer, Research Institute of Organ@@aricuharkatigtare, with 12.1 percent of its
e Diana Schaack, Agrarmarkt Informati®isl@esematet mbH,

Deutschland
e Dorian Fléchet, Agence Bio

3.1 million organic producers worldwide

e Prof. Dr. Raffaele Zanoli, Universita PHlité@hfda3deilligrRerganic producers were

(UNIVPM), Italian
e |Lee Holdstock, Soil Association

Global organic area continues to grow — Over
72.3 million hectares of farmland are organic
The latest data on organic farming worldwide
was presented by the Research Institute of
Organic Agriculture FiBL and IFOAM -
Organics International at BIOFACH, the
world’s leading trade fair for organic food.
The statistics yearbook "The World of
Organic Agriculture” was launched on
Wednesday, 17 February 2021, from 4 to
4.45 pm (CET) at this year’s digital edition of
BIOFACH Special 2021.

reported. India continues to be the country
with the highest number of producers
(1°366°000), followed by Uganda (210°000),
and Ethiopia (204’000). The majority of small-
scale producers are certified in groups based
on an internal control system.

Steady increase of organic farmland

A total of 72.3 million hectares were
organically managed at the end of 2019,
representing a growth of 1.6 percent or 1.1
million hectares compared to 2018. Australia
has the largest organic agricultural area (35.7
million hectares), followed by Argentina (3.7
million hectares), and Spain (2.4 million
hectares). Due to the large area of organic
farmland in Australia, half of the global
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organic agricultural land is in Oceania (36.0
million hectares). Europe has the second
largest area (16.5 million hectares), followed
by Latin America (8.3 million hectares). The
organic area increased in all continents
compared to 2018, except in Asia (mainly due
to a drop in organic farmland reported from
China) and Oceania.

Ten percent or more of the farmland is
organic in 16 countries

Globally, 1.5 percent of farmland is organic.
However, many countries have far higher
shares. The countries with the largest organic
share of their total farmland are Liechtenstein
(41.0 percent), Austria (26.1 percent) and
S&do Tomé and Principe (24.9 percent). Some
states in India are or aspire to be 100 %
organic in the coming years. In sixteen
countries, 10 percent or more of all
agricultural land is organic.

Global organic statistics show ongoing
engagement with transparency in the organic
sector

"The global organic statistics have proven
useful for international development
cooperation programs and supporting
strategies for organic agriculture and
markets, and they are crucial for monitoring
the impact of these activities. This publication
shows our ongoing engagement with
transparency in the organic sector", says
Louise Luttikholt, IFOAM - Organics
International Executive Director. Knut
Schmidtke, Director of Research, Extension
& Innovation of FiBL Switzerland, adds "The
yearbook is an outstanding reflection of the
level of trust people around the world have in
organic agriculture and its importance for
nutrition, the environment and sustainable
development."

COVID-19 has resulted in a significant
increase in demand for organic products in
many countries but also challenges: "We
expect to see the effect of the pandemic on
the development of the sector with the 2020
data to be ready in a year’s time", says Helga
Willer, who is in charge of the yearbook at
FiBL.

Source
centre/media.html.

https://www.fibl.org/en/info-
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National and International Events

Organic World Congress 2021

Every three years, our emblematic
Organic World Congress (OWC)is held in
conjunction with our General Assembly,
involving thousands of organic farmers,
producers, researchers, advocates and
policy experts from around the world. By

rotating across countries, the OWC
brings global visibility to the host
country.

IFOAM — Organics International’s

General Assembly voted for Rennes,
France to host the 20th OWC, now
taking place from 6-10 September
2021. The OWC aims to provide organic
and likeminded stakeholders working
toward sustainable agriculture, value
chains, and consumption with an
opportunity to trade knowledge,
innovations, and experiences about the
organic world. The congress offers
inspiration and momentum to all who
take part and is seen as a leading event
for the global organic sector.

Key Priorities and Messages:

« Innovation can be used to stimulate
farmer conversion to organic —
increase nutritional revenues from
fields while maintaining ecosystem
vigor;

o Organic systems are tied to the
living soil and should be enhanced
to preserve and develop
biodiversity as well as plant and
animal integrity;

e The organic agriculture movement
inspires healthy food systems and a
culture of sustainability;

o Organic agriculture is forward-
looking and achieves innovation

through the melding of tradition and
science;

o Organic agriculture serves as an
inspiration for the transformational
changes needed within the
agricultural sector;

e Organic agriculture works and
positions itself as an agent of
change. It is time to scale up and
harness the benefits reaped from
regenerative (sustainable) ways of
farming;

o« The OWC2021 is solution-oriented
and will seek to offer alternatives to
global challenge and maximize
positive impacts on people and the
planet. Its tonality is pragmatic,
friendly, positive, and collaborative;

e Organic Agriculture as a tool for
responsible development.

Postponement Announcement

In light of recent developments around covid-
19, the organizing committee has decided
to postpone the Organic World Congress
to September 8-10, 2021 (pre-conferences
to take place September 6 and 7). Organizers
expressed their gratefulness for the
unwavering support from o international,
national and local partners and are confident
that this is the right decision for all involved.

The organizers will adjust our messages to
build on the heightened public awareness of
the need for a paradigm shift: Questions
around resilience, societal transformation,
ecosystem regeneration, health and food
sovereignty are more important than ever
and we will address these under the event’s
tagline - ‘From its roots, organic inspires
life.” Ambition remains to offer a truly global
and diverse space that inspires positive
change through knowledge exchange,
learning and the formulation of sustainable
solutions, for a better tomorrow for all.
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Appeal to speaker, contributor, pre-
conference organiser, sponsor, or already
registered to attend the event, organizers will
clarify what the postponement means for you.
The event website will continue being the
central place for updates on the event and
information on registration, reimbursement,
program etc. will be published in due course.
If you have not yet signed up for our event
mailing list, you can do so here
https://bio.us4.list-
manage.com/subscribe/post?u=75bdff144a4
6cle45leecdelO&id=eceb9a8855.

Organic at the UN Food Systems Summit
2021 (20.09.2021 - 21.09.2021)

This autumn, the Food Systems
Summit will bring together key players from
the worlds of science, business, policy,
healthcare and academia, as well as farmers,
indigenous people, youth organizations,
consumer groups, environmental activists,
and other key stakeholders. Before, during
and after the Summit, these actors will
exchange on how to bring about tangible,
positive changes to the world’s food
systems.

The Secretary-General of the United Nations
has convened this Summit as part of the UN
Decade of Action to be held in 2021. The UN
Food System Summit aims to launch bold
new actions to transform the way the world
produces and consumes food, as part of the
Decade of Action to achieve the Sustainable
Development Goals by 2030.

The FSS aims to help stakeholders to better
understand and manage the complex
choices that affect the future of food
systems and to accelerate progress towards
the Sustainable Development Goals by 2030.
This will be aligned with a Pre-Summit that
will take place this July in Rome as well as a
possible Post-Summit in 2022. Whether all
these events will in the end go virtual or
hybrid is still to be seen.

The setup of the FSS, as it is known by now,
is the following:

e The Summit will be supported by
five Action Tracks, aligned to the
Summit’s five objectives, that will offer all
constituencies a space to share and

learn, to foster new actions and
partnerships, and to amplify existing
initiatives. Among the leaders of the
Action Tracks are the Global Alliance for
Increased Nutrition (GAIN), the EAT
Forum, and the World Wildlife Fund
(WWEF), to name but a few. A sixth Action
Track on governance might be added
soon.

e The Food System Summit Dialogues
(FSSDs) offer an opportunity for anyone
to come together to identify food systems
that are both sustainable and equitable,
aligned with the SDGS. The dialogues
represent a core component of the
preparations for the Summit and are
divided in three categories:

o Member State Summit Dialogues:
organized by national governments
(UN-Member states),

o Independent Summit _Dialogues:
organized by individuals,
organizations independent from the
national ones,

o Global Summit Dialogues (GSDs):
Co-convened by the Food Systems
Summit Special Envoy. We have
been part of the Food Systems
Dialogues since 2018 as a member
of their Reference Group, before
these were turned into GSDs.

e The Champions Network will serve to
mobilize a large and diverse group of
stakeholders representing a broad range
of constituencies in every region of the
world to call for a transformation of the
world’s food systems. The Champions
Network will inspire and facilitate
coordinated action before, during and after
the Summit. It is chaired by Ruth
Richardson, the Executive Director of the
Global Alliance for the Future of Food with
which we are advocating together on true
cost accounting and other issues to reform
our food systems.

e To help the work of the Special Envoy, an
Advisory Committee and a Scientific
Group have been set up.
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BIOFACH INDIA 2021 - Leading Trade Fair
for the Organic Industry in India, will be
organized from October 28-30, 2021 by
NurnbergMesse India

BIOFACH INDIA has cemented its position in
the Indian organic industry & with every
edition, the exhibition sets a new benchmark.
Every year, India's biggest platform for the
organic industry sees excellent business
deals, an outstanding climate for investment,
a remarkable number of extremely promising
contacts and high-level business networking.
Buyers from Europe, USA, Middle-East and
South east Asia attend the event to look at
procurement sources from Indian market.
BIOFACH INDIA 2021 - Leading Trade Fair
for the Organic Industry in India, will be
organized from October 28-30, 2021 by
NurnbergMesse India. The event will be held
under the aegis of Agricultural & Processed
Food Products Export Development Authority
(APEDA), Ministry of Commerce and
Industry, Government of India and would aim
to connect all the key players from the
Organic and Natural Industry on a single
platform.

Encompassing the entire Organic Products
spectrum from production to consumption,
BIOFACH INDIA 2021 will provide an ideal
forum for manufacturers in this domain to
meet relevant buyers and investors. The
platform will offer several interesting features
including  exhibitor product showcase,
conference program, B2B-buyer seller
meetings, Vendor Development program,
CEO’s Conclave etc. Attendees can
participate in various knowledge sessions,
interactive panel discussions featuring
Industry experts; while exhibitors will be able
to showcase their products, build
conversations and have one-to-one meetings
with registered attendees.

The leading exhibitions in the BIOFACH
World connect organic market places with
international demand in8 key economic
regions of the world— and promote the
development of regional markets at the same
time. They are the meeting places for supply
and demand, raw materials and convenience
products, manufacturers and buyers, as well
as politics and media.
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Summary of Targeted activities of RCOFs during
January to March 2021

RCOF (HQ), Ghaziabad

1. HRD -TRAININGS/ WEBINARS/
OUTREACH/ VIRTUAL PROGRAMMES
(Write up of the each programme with

following details)
Month Number of Date and Number of
programmes | duration of | participants
the
programme

January 2021 : NIL

February 2021 : NIL

March 2021 : NIL

2. DETAILS OF QUALITY TESTING OF ORGANIC

INPUTS
Total Total Total Total
Number of | Number of | Number of | Number
biofertilizers|biofertilizers| organic of
samples samples | fertilizerss | organic
tested failed samples |fertilizers
tested samples
failed
47 28 50 26

3. Important meetings etc
January 2021 - NA
February 2021 - NA
March 2021 - NA

4. DETAILS NABL ACCREDITATION
PROCESS
Quotations for Calibration of Instruments
were invited

5. CISS Joint Monitoring
Production Units - NA

Inspection of

6. DETAILS

ESTABLISHED

A. Demonstration of integrated organic
crop production with pulses (chickpea),
oil seed (mustered), cereals (wheat) and
vegetables (various vegetable crops)
using organic inputs and cultural
practices.

B. Establishment of rain water collection
structure useful for collection of rainwater

OF DEMO PLOTS/MODELS

for drinking, and micro-irrigation in arid /
low rainfall areas.

Establishment of various natural farming
models i.e. 36 x 36 model, kitchen garden
model, surya-mandalam model, zero energy
cool chamber and ITK technology display
models.
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(C) Rejuvenation of fruit orchard in NCOF

Ghaziabad campus. Hindi Karyashala was organized for the
fourth quarter (2020-21) through online
means .

RCOF Panchkula

1. HRD -TRAININGS/ WEBINARS/
OUTREACH/ VIRTUAL PROGRAMMES

Write up of the each programme with
following details :

RCOF, Panchkula has also organized 01 No
of 7 Day online training Programme in which
52 Nos of participants benefitted during
23/03/2021 to 31/03/2021 for rural youth of
northern state. The aim of the training was to
provide technical knowledge in the area of
organic input production, on farm resource
management, PGS Certification, marketing
etc in this program.

7. Details and Success stories of progressivé (ZjRDGE;NA:(L;SfN?:FU?lSJALITY TESTING OF
stakeholders of organic farmers
d NA Total 08 no. of BF have been tested. Out of
which 03 Nos of BF samples found to be

8. Details of PGS-India certification Sub standard.

A. PGS website was under transition into the
3. Details of PGS-India certification

new version.
B. A meeting regarding PGS was attended L ) .
it Bl o et Ol 4. Hindi Karyashala/Pakhwa_tra : 01 Hindi
Karyashala has been organized on
9. Hindi Karyashala/Pakhwara 11.03.2021
Sl. | State RC Scheme | Active | No . of | No. of Group Total area Certificates Issued
No. Registered RC | Local |members (Farmers) | offered for
Group organic in Ha
Approved | Not Total | area | Year | PGS | PGS
Approved offered Green | Organic
1 | HIMACHAL 50| PKVY 12 1 50 0| 50(21.80 | 2021 50 0
PRADESH
2 | HARYANA 50 5 0 0 0 0
3 | JAMMU 39| PKVY 3 5 253 0| 253 | 75.85| 2021 63 40
AND
KASHMIR
4 | PUNJAB 39 1 0 0 0 0| 0.00
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RCOF, Gandhinagar

1.HRD/Trainings/  Webinars/  Outreach/

Virtual Programmes

This year a total of 03 targets for 07 days
online training programme were given to
RCOF Gandhinagar by NCOF Ghaziabad
due to Covid -19 pandemic. All targets were
achieved successfully. 02 no of training
programme were conducted during January-
March 2021 with details as follows:

No. of | date and | No. of
programmes | duration of | participants
the
programmes
02 no of 07 | 08.03.2021 | 37
Days online | to
training on | 14.03.2021
Organic (online)
Farming 16.03.2021 | 31
to
22.03.2021
(online)

Photographs of the programme

ey 0 \ a
el

Why Organie Farming

Online interaction by Dr V. Y. Deoghare, AD
RCOF Gandhinagar with trainees in online 07
days training programme organized by
RCOF Gandhinagar during 8-14™ March
2021 and talk deliver on organic farming

Online lecture by Dr Raghunandan B.L.
Research Scientist.,, Anand Agriculture
University (AAU) on Bipoesticides in online
07 days training programme organized by
RCOF Gandhinagar during 16M-22"¢ March
2021

3. Important meetings etc

e Attended 1 day virtual Workshop-cum-
training programme regarding NPS
dated 17.02.2021.

e Attended 1 day virtual training
programme on “Dedicated GeM training
Session” dated 10.02.2021.

8. Details of PGS-India certification

e Number of farmers registered on PGS
Portal under RCOF Gandhinagar
jurisdiction upto January and February
was 28350 with organic certificates 9064
and Green certificates 41684. During
March, 2581 farmers registered in
Gujarat and 16 in Goa, so value
increased to 30947, also 2 no of organic
certificates generated in Goa and Green
certificates generated was 48 in Gujarat
and 3088 in Goa, so a total of 9066
organic  certificates and 44820
certificates were generated upto March
2021.

e Coordinated with RCs under jurisdiction
of RCOF Gandhinagar for uploading and
updating of PGS certified products on
Jaivik kheti portal on 25.02.2021.

9. Hindi Karyashala/Pakhwara Organized
foardt &t wrivmen on 25.02.2021. wdvten ®
T Jswrse W online Sueser workshop

material & vreeTaet, fevwlt s/Em, WHERT T wE@T
W ereara ferar T = ot are. e, fewmmemer gwr
aferes & atftres &t wamam & @t e e g,
i et W BH uar, we Y B aw, wfEi
e wfafy genfs W g SR far )

RCOF, Nagpur

1.HRD -TRAININGS/ WEBINARS/
OUTREACH/ VIRTUAL PROGRAMMES
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Write up of the each programme with
following details

I. No. of programmes : One

ii. date and duration of the programmes:
15-21 March, 2021 (One Week Online
Training Programme on Organic Farming in
collaboration with Organic Farming Research
& Training Centre, VNKMV, Parbhani and
Centre  for  Sustainable  Agriculture,
Hyderabad)

iii. No. of participants: 333

2. DETAILS OF QUALITY TESTING OF
ORGANIC INPUTS

TEEE P PR

1 H
M n )

Total no. of BF &OF Samples tested
Biofertilser Sample Tested- 05,
Organic Fertiliser Tested- 02

Total no. of BF & OF samples failed
Biofertilser Sample Failed- 05,
Organic Fertiliser Failed- 02

3. DETAILS OF DEMO PLOTS/MODELS
ESTABLISHED

i. No. of demo plots/models : 12
Development of Model Organic Farm in the
campus of RCOF Nagpur was done with
different seasonal crops. Various organic
inputs were prepared like Dashparni,
Amrutpaani, Beejaamrut and Liquid Manure
for demonstration purpose. Demonstration of
vermicompost model was also done.

4. Details of PGS-India certification

Particulars January
to March
2021

1. No. of farmer registered on 11

PGS portal

2. Number of peer appraisal 27

submitted

3. Number of organic 16

certificate issued

4. No. of Green Certificate | 17

Issued

5. No. of Green Certificate Il 05

Issued

6. Number of PKVY cluster 0

monitored

5. Hindi Karyashala/Pakhwara : One (01)
Hindi Karyashala was organized on
26.02.2021. Total 09 RCOF staff
participated in this karyashala.

6.details and Success stories of progressive
stakeholders of organic farmers:

Success storis of Progressive Organic
Farmers : Maharashtra :-

Mr. Dhodke from Village
Loladgaon, Distt. Beed shared his
experience on integrated organic farm
management. An Agriculture graduate Mr.
Shivram took challenge to develop his farm
organically, in the drought hit Beed district of

Shivram J.
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Maharashtra, about 15 years ago, to mitigate
drought in the area.

Now he is growing various vagetables, fruit
and coarse cereal crops in his farm besides
organic fodder for his organically reared Gir
Cows for high Quality Organic A2 Milk in
his farm. Out of the Cow dung the high

CPP
Biodynemic method and vermicompost is
also produced and used in his farm. He is not
only practicing organic farming himself but
also training the nearby farmers and helping

Quality organicf , through

them to practice organic farming and
marketing their organic produce through
FPC.

2. Mr. Dilip Laure, from village Pimpri Lauki,
Tal Sangamner, Distt. Ahmednagar,
Aadarsh FPC comprising group of more
than 100 PGS certified farmers, narrated the
success story of his PGS certified organic
farmers group, which mostly produces
vegetables, millets and lime fruits and
selling their organic produce through

NAFED and Big Basket.

Andhra Pradesh

Smt. Bayikadi Sunitha, a successful Organic
woman farmer from village Thallamapuram,
Proddutur Mandal, Kadapa distt, unfolded
her story to join the PGS India organic group
with the help of Centre for Sustainable

Agriculture (CSA). Before she was engaged
in Kitchen gardening and conventional
farming.

She got the idea of organic farming from CSA,
Hyderabad and started doing organic
cultivation in all of her farmland, after getting
brief training in organic farming. Before she
was having lot of problems in her paddy crop
due to insect pest and diseases and had to
spend lot of money on insecticides and other
chemicals, which was making her production
practices costly. When she shifted to organic
practices, she is using natural means of crop
protection including biofertilisers and
pheromone traps etc. this reduces cost of
cultivation also. Further now she is directly
selling her PGS certified organic produce with
the help of CSA, which fetches her high price
of her produce as compared to earlier.

RCOF, Jabalpur

1. HRD -TRAININGS/ WEBINARS/
OUTREACH/ VIRTUAL PROGRAMMES
(Write up of the each programme with

following details)
Month Number of Date and Number of
programmes | duration of | participants
the
programme
MARCH 2021
1 07 days online| 04th-12th 34
training on Mar. 2021
organic
farming

2. DETAILS OF QUALITY TESTING OF
ORGANIC INPUTS
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Total Total Total Total
Number of | Number of | Number | Number
biofertilizer | biofertilizer of of
s samples | s samples | organic | organic

tested failed fertilizers | fertilizer
S S

samples | sample

tested s failed
10 06 47 26

3. Important meetings etc

January 2021

(1) Dr. Gagnesh Sharma, Regional Director
delivered 4 online lectures on organic farming
(PGS cetrtification and PKVY PGS v/s Third
Party Certification) in an online 4 days
training programme on “Organic Farming
Certification Issues & Challenges” organised
by State Institute Of Agriculture Extension &
Training (Department of Agriculture, Bhopal)
from 27-29" January 2020. Total about 50
Extension Officers were trained on PKVY
PGS and organic certification.

(2) Dr. Gagnesh Sharma, Regional Director
visited various places of chattisgarh and
jharkhand in the month of January and
prepared videos of progressive organic
growers.

February 2021

(1) Dr. Gagnesh Sharma, Regional Director
delivered 4 online lectures on organic farming
(PGS certification and PKVY PGS v/s Third
Party Certification) in an online 4 days
training programme on “Organic Farming
Certification Issues & Challenges” organised
by State Institute Of Agriculture Extension &
Training (Department of Agriculture, Bhopal)
from 24-26" February. Total about 50
extension officers were trained on pkvy pgs
and organic certification.

2) Dr. Gagnesh Sharma, Regional
Director delivered a DD talk on organic

farming and certification on 16/02/2021 : 18
minutes talk through DD bhopal.

March 2021

Dr. Ajay Singh Rajput, Regional Director,
RCOF Jabalpur was invited as guest of
honour by RCOF Nagpur during 7 days
training programme (organised in the month
of March 2021 by RCOF, Nagpur) Dr. Ajay
Singh Rajput is also acting as head of office
of rcof nagpur.

4. DETAILS NABL ACCREDITATION

PROCESS

(i)  Quality Manual and Lab Manual as per
NABL under progress

(i)  Calibration of Equipments is under
progress as per NABL and FCO, 1985
norms.

(i)  Certified Reference Material (CRM) is
under progress.

(iv) ILC has been initiated.

5. Details and Success stories of progressive

stakeholders of organic farmers

(A) Smt Babita Devi — She is organic farmer
and belongs to Ormanijhi Village, Ranchi,
Jharkhand, she is doing organic farming
and preparing different types of
botanicals in her own field and using the
same and encouraging other farmers. Dr
Gagesh Sharma has prepared a short
video and has been shared with head

quarter.

_—

Dr. Gagnesh Sharma, RD, RCOF, Jabalpur
interacting with Organic Farmer Smt. Babita Devi

(B) Shri Vinay Kumar — He is organic farmer
and belongs to Village — Dharkukri,
Patna (Bihar) he is involved in organic
farming since 2016 and preparing
different botanicals and using the same.
Dr. AK. Shukla, Assistant Director,
RCOF, Jabalpur has prepared a short

Organic Farming Newsletter, March-June 2021

- 19(1) (36]



Sifereh Weft g=mT W, WE-SH 2021 ¢ 17(1-2)

video and has been shared with head
quarter.

Dr. A.K. Shukla, AD, RCOF, Jabalpur interacting

(©)

=

with Organic Farmer Shri Vinay Kumar

Shri Abhay Yadav — He has patrticipated
30 days training on organic farming
organised by RCOF, Jabalpur. He
belongs to Village — Gadar Kheda,
Jabalpur (MP) and doing organic farming
and he is preparing vermicompst and
other botanicals in his own field and
using the same in the farming and
encouraging other farmers to do the
same. Shri Sandeep Kumar Bakshi, TA,
RCOF has preared a short video and has
been shared with head quarter.

Shri S.K. Bakshi, TA, RCOF, Jabalpur interacting

(d)

with Organic Farmer Shri Abhay Yadav

Shri Narendra Thakrey — He belongs to
Village—-Teegaon, Pandurna, District—
Chhindwara. He is doing organic farming
since last 5 years and growing
vegetables and pulses, he is also
encouraging farmers to do the same.
Shri Shiv Kumar Patel, FLA and Shri Lalit
Kumar Naik, FLA has prepared short
videos and has been shared with head
quarter.

e
Shri S.K. Patel & Shri L.K. Naik, FLA, RCOF,
Jabalpur interacting with Organic Farmer
Shri Narendra Thakrey

6. Details of PGS-India certification
Details of certification under jurisdiction
states of the centre

PGS PGS Total
Green Organic Certificates
703 19114 19817

7. Hindi Karyashala/Pakhwara

(A) 01 Number Hindi Karyashala held on
16/03/2021 at RCOF, Jabalpur. Dr. Ajay
Singh Rajput chaired the programme.
Shri G.P. Namdeo, Assistnt Director,
Hindi Teaching Scheme, Jabalpur was
invited as Chief Guest as well as
speaker. He has delivered a talk that how
to use Hindi digitally.

RCOF, Bengaluru

1. 7 Days online training Programme : 2 No
of Programme organized during

a) 2 March to 08 March 2021: Karnataka :
16 participants, Kerala: 22 participants,
Tamil Nadu: 08 participants, Others: 06
participants and Total: 52 no of
participants. The training program
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inaugurated by Dr. M.K.Paliwal

(Assistant Director RCOF, Bengaluru )
and The programme was organized by
Dr Chandra Prabha Bhandari, JSO and
Assisted by Dr. Swapnil Magar, JSO and
Dr. Ankita Garkoti, JSO.

b) 15 March to 21 March 2021:
Karnataka: 20 participants, Kerala: 16
participants,Tamil Nadu: 12 participants,
Others: 42 participants and Total: 90
participants. The  training program
inaugurated by Dr. M.K.Paliwal (Assistant
Director RCOF,Bengaluru). The programme
was organized by Dr Ankita Garkoti, JSO and
Assisted by Dr. Swapnil Magar, JSO and Dr.
Chandra Prabha Bhandari, JSO.

2.Training attended & Participated :

a) Participated in 5 days Virtual Scientist
training on Agro waste Bioconversion
and Microbial Inoculants Technologies
for use in Agriculture during 3-7 Nov

2020 organized by ICAR-National
Bureau of Agriculturally Important
Microorganisms, Mau.

b) Attended 2 days training programme for
technical committee from 9 to 10 March
2021 organised by Bureau of Indian
standards.

c) Participated in VAIGA21 conducted by
SAMETI, Kerala and given lecture by

Swapnil Magar on 11.02.2021 topic
covered Participatory Guarantee
System.

d) Attended training organized by GeM on
10.02.2021 and 26.02.2021.

3. Important Meeting: -

1) Meeting with  Director of Central
Sericultural Research and Training
Institute, Central Silk Board, for

development of Organic sericulture

2) Meeting with Team of Scientist of Central
Seri cultural Research and Training
Institute, Central Silk Board, for
bioremediation of soil preparation for
development of Organic sericulture

4. NABL Accreditation:

To set up laboratory as per NABL SOPs were
prepeared, Inhouse calibration is done for
weiging balance, pH Meter, Conductivity
Meter and third party calbration is under
process, procurment of instruments,
glasswere, and chemicals is under process,
once third party calibration is done then
uncertainty calculation will be proceed and
simultaneously Laborotry Manual will be
prepared and ILC testing will be done.

5. DETAILS OF DEMO PLOTS/MODELS
ESTABLISHED

For prepaing demonstration farm Land
preparation is done Plots has been
prepared. Sowing of Vegetable crops
(spinach, Corriander etc) has been done.

6.details and Success stories of progressive
stakeholders of organic farmers

Tamil Nadu

Mr. R. SRIRAM RAMAMURTHY, cultivates
Rice using his innovative approach which
helps paddy farmers to maximize crop
productivity with minimum seed and water
use. In his Rice field lodging is reduced
because of more tillers and also this helps to
provide More air circulation, nutrition & Sun
light to the crop which will lead to lesser
height of the crop.

Karnataka
Shri Hanumanthala J K T (Shivaganga
Organic Farmers Producer Company)

belongs to Kempalinganahalli village is near
Nelamangala, about 30 km from Bangalore.
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Here is a group of farmers who are growing
organic vegetables throughout the year. In
this village, there is an organization called
SHIVAGANGA ORGANICS, This
organization has made a group of about 100
farmers from the surrounding 20 villages. All
the farmers are registered under Government
of India’s PGS Certification (Participatory
Guarantee System). They have facility for
grading, sorting and packing in plastic boxes
of 20 kg capacity for delivery to buyers who
have given prior orders. The packhouse has
got a natural ripening facility for Mango,
Banana and Sapota. They also have flour
mill, Ragi cleaning facility, Nursery for raising
seedlings, Organic Agriinputs. They are also
selling their produce through Big Basket . The
Shivaganga Organic Farmers Producer
Company is a excellent success story for
Crop planning, Packaging, Branding &
marketing.

Kerala

Mr. Binoy from Jellipara-attapady, palakkad
district- Kerala state was working in different
fields but 6 years back he decided to take
farming seriously and started organic
farming in his 1.5 acre land . He is doing Multi
cropping which is the back bone of organic
farming and he covers spices like black
pepper, clove, Nut meg, and Cardamom. He
is also growing both varieties of coffee-
Arabica and Robusta , Arecanut, 4 or 5
varieties of Banana and different vegetables
too. Currently he is selling black pepper corns
on Amazon and also registered in Jaivik Kheti
portal, He is inspiring  many farmers to
pursue organic farming and to join jeivik
kheti portal for marketing.

8. Hindi Karyashala/Pakhwara :

a) &l Sfask Wl g, STere 9 faames 38&-
0§-3030 T FUT TR 3 SR TorTST
W’Ta%:f gfufd i 3 1 SRS foRaT

b) ?ésﬂzré%@@?ﬁ% STCTE H faeTeh 30-
0&-300 I T faHTal ¥ A =
FHIITITAT T TSI ToRaT =T

C) feATh ¥-0%-3030 FI T R030-3¢ F
Teeter fommet o S &t Sifaes ©dl &,
ST H TSTHTNT hraiae |ild shi dosh
T TS FoRaT T

d) famR ¢-08-R030 @I f5dfiwr fourdt &
A fot smrbemrer & Sifdes @t e,
ST H AT sl T | 39 e T
sft ST T We (TR Fove, et
TS T 321 We) X rItert
AR 9 wHEAT S HIAT i
T o HROT SAH-AT3T TieTierd foram|

e) fmh 9¥-08-3030 W 3¢-0]-030 TH
g o @l s, see §fEt
TEeTET SRS R T e wEarer
o fefafaa gfaaifiar smifsa

il

e | feaes fama | afenfiasy
(23-2R o)
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2 99-08-0%0 | ey
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B 23-08-0%0 | FHEHT sHTST
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RCOF, Imphal

Seven days online training on organic
farming

RCOF, Imphal organized 01 no. of seven
days online training on organic farming. The
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aim of this program was to provide technical
know-how in the area of organic input
production, PoPs in local area, on farm
resource management, PGS certification and
marketing. In this program 35 nos. of

participants have been benefitted.

©-0

2007 Days Online Treining on Orgenic Farmi. A f

13-14 Novenber 2019,IATC, Shillong,
Meghalaya

One day Farmers training and
Demonstration in 2020
RCOF, Imphal organized 03 nos. of one day
farmers training and demonstration for
farmers of N.E. states. In these programs
awareness about holistic approaches of
organic farming including PGS certification /
Jaivikkheti portal, capacity building of farmers
were created throughtrainings and live
demonstrations of on farm inputs generation
viz. Panchgavya, Jeevamrit, Beejamrit,

Biopesticide etc. A total of 223 nos. of
farmers have been benefited.
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At Village Upper Burung, Sikkim on 29th
January 2020

ETC, Medziphema, Nagalan
February 2020
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Shekru app
€ 8828102526,

] contactshekru@gmailcom

At Village Lahowal, Dibrugarh, Assam on 21t
January 2020

Online Outreach Programme on New
Farm Acts organized by RCOF, Imphal
during October-December, 2021
RCOF, Imphal organized 37 nos. webinars
on new farm acts during October to
December 2020. In these programs
awareness about new farmacts were created
through webinars. More than4756 nos. of

participants have been benefited.
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Organic Farming Newsletter, March-June 2021 :

19(1) [40]



Sifereh Weft g=mT W, WE-SH 2021 ¢ 17(1-2)

Books on Organic Farming

The Organic No-Till Farming Revolution :
High-Production Methods for Small-Scale
Farmers by Andrew Mefferd, Published

by New Society Publishers, United
States; 336 pages; Price ¥2,861.42
The Organic No-Till
Farming Revolution is
the comprehensive
’ THE Mg farmer-developed
8 s OB G ANIC dmap showing how
"~ NO-TILL [Egiiay -
FARMING no-till lowers barriers to
, REVOLUTION starting a small farm,
HIGH-PRODUCTION METHODS reduces greenhouse
{9 FOR SMALL-SCALE FARMERS 4, g n
gas emissions,
e increases efficiency

[

and profitability, and
promotes soil health.

Farming without tilling has long been a goal
of agriculture, yet tilling remains one of the
most dominant paradigms; almost everyone
does it. But tilling kills beneficial soil life,
burns up organic matter, and releases carbon
dioxide. If the ground could instead be
prepared for planting without tilling, time and
energy could be saved, soil organic matter
increased, carbon sequestered, and
dependence on machinery reduced.

A decision-making framework for the four no-
till methods: occultation, solarization, organic
mulches grown in place, and applied to beds.
Ideas for starting a no-till farm or transitioning
a working farm. A list of tools, supplies, and
sources.

This is the only manual of its kind, specifically
written for natural and small-scale farmers
who wish to expand or explore chemical-free,
regenerative farming methods.

The World of Bees by Rudolf Steiner ,
Translated by Matthew Barton, Published
by Rudolf Steiner Press, UK; 200 pages;
Price ¥1483.42

From time immemorial, human culture has
been fascinated by bees. Mythic pictures

and writings tell of
our close affinity and
connection with
these complex
creatures, as well as
the inestimable value
of honey and wax. In
recent years, bees
have come to
prominence again in
the media, with
reports of colony collapse and the wholesale
demise of bee populations, forcing us to
awaken to the critical role they play in human
existence.

. ____The World of _

In The World of Bees, editor Martin Dettli, a
longstanding beekeeper, uses Steiner's
seminal bee lectures as the main framework
of the book, augmenting them with further
relevant passages from Steiner's collected
works.

This new anthology is an essential handbook
for anyone interested in beekeeping or the
indispensable work that bees do for
humanity. It features chapters on the origins
of bees, human beings and beekeeping, the
organism of the hive, the social qualities of
bees, their relationship with wasps and ants,
plants and elemental beings, the efficacy of
honey, bee venom, as well as scientific
aspects such as silica and formic acid
processes and a critique of modern
beekeeping.

A Practical Guide to the Feeding of
Organic Farm Animals : Pigs, Poultry,
Cattle, Sheep and Goats by Robert Blair,

‘ Published by 5M

Books Ltd, UK;
232 pages; Price
2912.94

The Author
renowned animal
scientist with a
peerless reputation
in organic livestock
nutrition. A
Practical Guide to
the Feeding of

i is a
FARM ANIMALS - 3

2G5, POURTIY, CATTLE. $HE67 AN GOATS.
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Organic Farm Animals aims to translate the
science of feeding organic livestock and distil
it into practical guidance for farmers and
producers. The latest research is broken
down into a practical approach to on-the-farm
feeding, providing applied methodology
backed up by scientific research. There is
also advice on making the transition from
conventional to organic farming systems
regarding feeding. There are sections
covering poultry, pigs, cattle, sheep and
goats, reviewing the nutritional requirements
of the species, identifying suitable ingredients
and feeds, overviewing husbandry
techniqgues and system approaches,
providing advice on selecting suitable
breeds, and advising on nutrition and its
relationship to health with a preventative
approach. The final section provides advice
on organic nutritional regimes under
integrated farming operations making this
book an ideal resource for the smallholder
farmer as well as traditional and aspiring
organic livestock farmers.

The Organic Seed Grower : A Farmer's
Guide to Vegetable

P d (;@Reé&}"g,ﬂ Seﬁd Production by
John Navazio,
WIESES D blished by 5M
Books Ltd, UK; 232
pages; Price

T2912.94

The Organic Seed
Grower is a
comprehensive manual for the serious
vegetable grower who is interested in
growing high-quality seeds using organic
farming practices. It is written for both home
seed savers and diversified small-scale
farmers who want to learn the necessary
steps involved in successfully producing a
seed crop organically.

Detailed profiles for each of the major
vegetables provide users with practical, in-
depth knowledge about growing, harvesting,
and processing seed for a wide range of
common and specialty vegetable crops, from
Asian greens to zucchini.

In addition, readers will find extensive and
critical information on topics including:

Seed-borne diseases

The reproductive biology of crop plants

Annual vs. biennial seed crops

Isolation distances needed to ensure

varietal purity

* Maintaining adequate population size for
genetic integrity

* Seed crop climates

* Seed cleaning basics

Seed storage for farmers

and more . . .

* ok * F

This book can serve as a bridge to lead
skilled gardeners, who are already saving
their own seed, into the idea of growing seed
commercially. And for diversified vegetable
farmers who are growing a seed crop for sale
for the first time, it will provide details on
many of the tricks of the trade that are used
by professional seed growers. This manual
will help the budding seed farmer to become
more knowledgeable, efficient, and effective
in producing a commercially viable seed
crop.

Organic Orcharding : A Grove of Trees to
Live In by Gene Logsdon, Published by
Echo Point Books & Media; 434 pages;
Price ¥2287.32

Organic Orcharding explains how to select
the best trees for your orchard's climate;
which tree varieties best
complement each other;
when each variety
blooms; and when you
ought to harvest. You'll
also find insightful tips on:
Developing woodlots
Preventing diseases in
frut and nut trees
Maintaining healthy fruit
and nut trees Storing your produce And more!

ORGANIC
ORCHARDING

With useful charts, tables, and diagrams for
efficient referencing, Organic Orcharding is
not to be missed. Perfect for gardeners who
are interested in learning to grow fruits and
nuts, orchardists who want to go organic,
homesteaders, and anyone who loves the
smell of an orchard in full bloom.

Compiled by: Dr. Praveen K. Vootla
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TSR Sfdd Wil IRATSHT & 3fdqvd KT T4 &A1 ifdd Wl Dl & Ud 3R S0 Bries I

List and Address of National and Regional Organic Farming Centres with states of their jurisdiction

fcere

TS Sfdd Wil v

AR 19, IS IS, FHAAT T8 TR,

TIFSTAEE—201 002 (S

0120-2764906, 2764212; Fax:0120-2764901
g9arse : http://ncof.dacnet.nic.in $#eT : nbde@nic.in

Director

National Centre of Organic Farming,

Sector 19, Hapur Road, Kamla Nehru Nagar,
GHAZIABAD - 201 002 (UP).

0120-2764906, 2764212; Fax:0120-2764901
Web: http://ncof.dacnet.nic.in Email: nbdc@nic.in

EEIERRENED

&3 Gifdd Wl b= (o)
AR 19, TGS IS, HHAA 8% TR,
TITATaTE—201 002 (3.9
0120-2764212; Fax:0120-2764901
¥ : rcofhq.gzb-agri@gov.in

IR YT (TG, dfer, a1, dalell, <aRan, o,
3TN, MR U9 IRER el BT BIea), IcRIES,
IHCIRCINEIIE]

Regional Director

Regional Centre of Organic Farming (HQ),
Sector 19, Hapur Road, Kamla Nehru Nagar,
GHAZIABAD - 201 002 (UP).
0120-2764212; Fax:0120-2764901

Email: rcofhg.gzb-agri@gov.in

Delhi, Rajasthan, Uttarakhand, and Uttar Pradesh
(Except Districts Of Azamgarh, Ballia, Basti,
Chandauli, Deoria, Faizabad, Ayodhya, Ghazipur &
Gorakhpur).

PEICRRENED

gAY e Wl pes

FAHATC B, BTeC Dlos — DT IS, DGl URE,
U560 067 (Fica)

080-28450503 ¥ : biofkk06@nic.in,

Flicd, axd, Aferg, TR T dergiy

Regional Director

Regional Centre of Organic Farming,
Kannamangala Cross, Whitefield — Hosekote Road,
Kadugodi Post, BENGALURU-560067 (Karnataka).
080-28450503 Email: biofkk06@nic.in,

Karnataka, Kerala, Tamilnadu, Pondicherry and
Lakshdweep

A Fd

& AP Wt s

wie 2311, GUeIRI—ziaa Te, Bior WSl e &
U9, BCIehdl, Jarear—751 003 (S<¥)
0674-22954958 $HaT : biofor04.or@nic.in

IS, UM €T U4 3fed HdaR

Regional Director

Regional Centre of Organic Farming,

Plot No.23(P), Khandagiri-Chandka Road, Near
Kalinga Studio Chowk, Ghatikia,
BHUBANESHWAR-751003 (Orissa).
0674-2954958, Email: biofor04.or@nic.in

Orissa, West Bengal and Andman & Nicobar

CEIRIRERED
&3 Gfdd Wl b=
[T Wad, Wack 14, Tagen—134 109 (8RaTO)

0172-2971718 St : biofhr05@nic.in
ERATON, feATael Uew, Ui, TR UU8 ¥R U4 FSNTG |

Regional Director

Regional Centre of Organic Farming,
Kisan Bhawan, Sector 14,
Panchkula-134 109 (Haryana).
0172-2971718, Email: biofhr05@nic.in

Haryana, Himachal Pradesh, Punjab, Jammu &
Kashmir and Chandigarh (UT).
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BEICRRENCY
AT Sfdd Wt pes
G TS, oFhee, SHIe—795 004 (AFR)

0385-2413239 5t : biofmn01@nic.in

ST, VS Yael, HeTer, iR, AT, ANers,
IEECUGPINKIES T

Regional Director

Regional Centre of Organic Farming,

Langol Road, Lamphelpat, IMPHAL-795 004
(Manipur).

0385-2413239 Email: biofmn01@nic.in

Assam, Arunachal Pradesh, Meghalaya, Mizoram,
Manipur, Nagaland, Tripura and Sikkim

& fcers

& AP Tl s

67/1, B4 N, TR, ATCIYRH, JHA ol
e, STaeTqR—482 002 (7 yae)

0761-2971234, S5 : biofmp06@nic.in

Regional Director

Regional Centre of Organic Farming,

67/1, Keshav Smriti, Lakshmipur, Shatabdipuram,
Behind Muskan Plaza, JABALPUR-482 002 (Madhya
Pradesh).

0761-2971234, Email: biofmp06@nic.in

SFRTIY TS, IR ISHN 6, TTH — MW, TRE —
TSN, B, ATTGR—440 023 (TBRTE)
07118-297054 3t : biofmh10@nic.in

T U U4 BIETS |

Madhya Pradesh and Chhattisgarh.
& eus Regional Director
& fd @l Regional Centre of Organic Farming,

Amravati Road, NH6, Village — Gondkhairy, Post —
Wadi, Kalmeshwer, NAGPUR-440 023 (Maharashtra).
07118-297054, Email: biofmh10@nic.in

Maharashtra, Andhra Pradesh and Telengana

e fcers

A e Wt d=

B AT THUM Bw IR, HEITR, Ted 0
UeAT-801 506 (SER).

0612-2225024, $9 : rcof.pat-agri@gov.in

foER, SIREE vd gdf IRk wew (merTe, dforar, awd,
Falell, TaRan, BoraTe, SR, Mol T4 TRETR fofel)

Regional Director

Regional Centre of Organic Farming,

Central Potato Research Station Campus,
Sahaynagar, Jagdev Path, Patna-801 506 (Bihar).
0612-2225024, Email: rcof.pat-agri@gov.in

Bihar, Jharkhand and Eastern Uttar Pradesh
(Azamgarh, Ballia, Basti, Chandauli, Deoria, Faizabad,
Ayodhya, Ghazipur & Gorakhpur Districts)

BEICRRENCY

A Sifdd Wt b

TS, UIfSTH ofad BN wad, Wae 10
TR — 382 010 (T[OIRTA).

079—23257465, 391 : ad-gnagar@ncof.dacnet.nic.in

ORI, T, T T4 <14, JMEX 3R TR &dell

Regional Director

Regional Centre of Organic Farming,

APIC, Podium Level Krishi Bhawan, Sector 10-A
Gandhinagar-382 010 (Gujrat).

079-23257465, Email : ad-
gnagar@ncof.dacnet.nic.in

Gujrat, Goa, Damn & Diu, Dadra and Nagar Haveli

cfc? I 9%~ Toll Free Number : 1800-180-3049
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