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Organic Farming Newsletter (OFNL) is a multilingual quarterly publication under National Project of Organic
Farming. Articles having direct relevance to organic farming technology and its regulatory mechanism,
development of package of practices, success stories, news related to conferences, seminars etc, and
national and international events are especially welcome. Opinions expressed in articles published in OFNL
are those of the author(s) and should not be attributed to the publisher.
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YT @& Govt. of India

Y wEehIiar Ud foRam e fersmr
Department of Agriculture, Cooperation &
Farmers Welfare

Krishi Bhawan, Dr. Rajendra Prasad Road
New Delhi, 110001

A

Neeraja Adidam
Joint Secretary (INM)

Message

I's a pleasure to know that the National Centre of Organic Farming (NCOF), Ghaziabad a
subordinate office of this Ministry is publishing the Organic Farming Newsletter (OFNL) 2020
joint volume, which covers the general articles and practices of organic farming along with the
development activities of NCOF and its Regional Centers. The illustrated activities of NCOF in
the volume like short duration trainings, conferences, thirty days certificate courses, outreach
programmes to farmers, online training programmes, PGS-India certification programme,
including improvements in PGS-India web portal makes it a complete newsletter. |
congratulate the Editorial team for informative and spectacular voluminous issue.

For stakeholders,Organic Farming is recommended for being a more sustainable form of
agriculture. With increasing hazards caused by the indiscriminate use of chemicals in present
day farming, alternative methods are the need of the hour. Organic farming utilizes simple
techniques, with barely any harmful consequences to the environment while reducing health
risks to consumers. Organic farming is gaining popularity worldwide and there is a growing
demand for organic products in the domestic market.

Organic Farming is a very potential area in general and promising subject in the prevailing
pandemic situation across the globe. With the involvement of all stakeholders and enabling
mechanism through the Government of India schemes like PKVY, MOVCDNER, PGS India and
other interventions, the scope of organic farming movement has widened tremendously in
India.

Best wishes to the entire team of NCOF for successful publication of the OFNL volume.

.

(Neeraja Adidam)
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Editorial

Dear Reader!

In recent years, organic farming is gaining popularity and organically grown foods have
become one of the best choices for both consumers and farmers. Organic farming practices
are wide-ranging and necessitate the development of safe food, ecologically and economically
sustainable food production system. Though cultivation without agro-chemicals in the farming
system seems to be simple, but it is critical for the organic fraternity to focus on a holistic
approach which includes reviving soils and organic matter, capacity building of farmers, supply
of efficient organic inputs, comprehensive certification standards, marketing, branding,
awareness of consumers and integrating farmers with market led value chain.

National Centre of Organic Farming (NCOF) is a nodal agency promoting organic
farming across the country. NCOF with its broad activities like Testing, Training and promotion
has been taking care of all stakeholders. Human resource development and or capacity
building of stakeholders, Quality control of organic inputs, Package of Practices compilation
and extension, PGS-India organic Certification, publicity and awareness creation are some of
the focus areas of the centre. Integtared nutrient management (INM) Division, DAC&FW is a
controlling authority to boost up organic farming in the country through the timely decisions
and policies.

In this perspective most of the agricultural universities and Institutes have made
significant strides during the last so many years with multilocational and multidimensional
experiments and have proved that organic farming can also yield the optimum and competitive
high yields with quality produce provided recommended Package of Practices (PoP) for crops
are followed by the farmers. This issue of OFNL therefore focuses mainly on Package of
Practices of major crops like Rice and Wheat. The PoP for different crops of M.P. have been
prepared by JNKV Jabalpur MP followed by IGKV Chatisgarh and other agricultural
universities which will be further covered in next issues. It is urged and expected from all
Agricultural and Horticultural universities to develop Package of Practices on regional basis
covering major agricultural and horticultural crops and send us the same for future publications
and wide circulation among stakeholders. The Package of Practices on Organic Farming is
the base for successful organic farming and the PoP supported by certification, marketing and
developmental schemes shall benefit farmers by acquiring comprehensive knowledge on
organic farming. The topics like PGS-India Certification, latest developments in PGS-India
portal and NCOF Qualification Pack on Organic Farming approved by NCVET(MSDE) are
some of the new initiatives highlighted in this newsletter. PGS Certification, Organic Food &
Certification, Waste to Wealth, India Organic News, Global Organic News, National -
International Events and NCOF Events are the other topics which may generate enthusiasm
among readers. The area under Organic Farming is increasing and more than 10 lakhs
farmers are at different stages of certification through PGS-India programme and are likely to
come up with a certified produce available for the domestic consumers at local level.

World population is expected to double within the next 50 years, placing enormous
demands on resources for food, shelter, and energy. Innovative solutions, incorporating the
concepts of sustainable development, must be developed and implemented to mitigate the
impending economic and environmental uncertainties and to guide society through the
resulting period of transition. The initiatives of NCOF by involving all stakeholders may open
up new horizons for sustainable development through organic farming.

Cditorn
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Package of Practice for Wheat and Rice (Paddy)
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Latest Developments in PGS-India

Background PGS-India webportal
(www.pgsindia-ncof.gov.in) was launched on
15 July 2015 by Hon’ble Union Agriculture
Minister Shri Radha Mohan Singh with the
facilities like online registration, approval,
documentation, and certification for sales.
Since the launch of the webportal, several
midcourse  corrections, updation and
development of modules of the portal were
done with the support of NIC as per the
requirement and demand of stakeholders.

Following are the some of the revisions/
new features and modules of the new
version of PGS-India portal:

Change in Institutional Structure

The PGS-India programme shall be operated
under the overall direction and guidance of
the Department of Agriculture, Cooperation
and Farmers Welfare, Ministry of Agriculture
& Farmers Welfare, Government of India with
Secretary, Agriculture, Cooperation &
Farmers Welfare as the apex decision
making and appellate authority.

PGS-India National Advisory Committee
Secretary DAC&FW shall constitute an
apex policy formulation and programme
steering and supervision committee called
PGS-India National Advisory Committee
(herein referred to as PGS-NAC) . The NAC
shall be headed by the Additional Secretary,
DAC and FW and members shall be drawn
from Department of Agriculture, Cooperation
and Farmers Welfare, Department of Animal
Husbandry and Dairying, Food safety and
Standards Authority of India, Department of
Commerce, ICAR, PGS Secretariat and
other Government or private organizations
having experience in organic farming and
organic  agriculture quality assurance
systems. All members of the Government
Departments and organizations shall be Ex-
officio members.

National Executive Committee National
Executive Committee shall be the
programme implementation, monitoring,
evaluation and decision making body for
PGS India Programme.

PGS-India Cell

To effectively implement and monitor the
functioning of PGS-India programme, a
dedicated PGS-India cell will be created at
PGS Secretariat comprising of IT experts for
PGS-India website management and
operation and technical experts for report
analysis and timely implementation of
actions and operations including capacity
building,  coordination and  support.
Necessary manpower can be hired on
contract basis with the approval of Chairman,
NEC, DAC&FW.

Local group registration: Under LG
registrations, endorsement by both State agri
dept. and RC for PKVY / scheme have been
added. Even Post harvest yield Update has
been included and enabled with transaction
certificate. Minimized Peer inspection data
submission i.e One peer inspection and one
scope certificate for whole group and also
enabled non compliance data entry of
farmers.

Regional council:

In case of RC login acitivity, following are the
new features, New Application format for
authorisation of RCs, In addition to above
Physical updation new feature on verification
of Local groups linked with mobile app.
Processor and its Organic System Plan
approval enabled.

Simplified modules

In view of suggestions of the stakeholders
regarding the various lengthy and time-taking
old formats/modules of PGS-India portal,
NCOF with the help of NIC, refurbished and
simplified modules regarding registration of
Regional councils, Local Groups, peer-
appraisal, scope certificate generation on
PGS-India portal and incorporated the same
in the portal during November, 2020.

New version of PGS-India portal & mobile
App.

The new version of PGS-India portal is about
to be launched shortly with the above said
latest modules along with the Individual
Farmers certification, Processor & Handlers
registrations,  Traditional  Organic/Large
contiguous area certification etc.

[16]
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PGS-India portal is already developed and
ready for launch once the development is
finalized. The app has features for online
supported to

certification is operate

Local/farmers  group/Regional  councils
activities.
4 O DI@IG
2 R VU VU | —m
AAAAAAA . R slumhe | —

PGS India

el Comtre of Organes § wrmang

06-Aug-2020 16:4319

In line with revised guidelines NIC was
engaged to add such features and make the
system operational with amendments and
revised webportal would be expected to
launch by first week of June, 2021.

Emphasis on Surveillance and Monitoring
through RCOFs for increasing credibility of
the Regional Councils

(17]
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ORGANIC FOOD & CERTIFICATION

Vipin Kumar Bansal, Director
Dr. Praveen Kumar Vootla, Jr. Scientific Officer,
National Centre of Organic Farming, Ghaziabad

What is Organic Farming?

The word organic farming means
growing/rearing plants or animals without the
use of synthetic inputs such as fertilizers,
hormones, allopathic medicines and
pesticides.

Organic cultivation of crops and organic
rearing of livestock is not only safe and gives
healthy food but are also ecologically
sustainable ensuring welfare of all living
beings.

Promotion of Organic Farming by Govt. of
India

In order to harness the advantages of organic
farming and to build up the soil health and
ensuring quality food free from pesticide
residue, Government of India has been
promoting organic farming under different
schemes namely Mission Organic Value
Chain Development North Eastern Region
(MOVCDNER) and Parampragat Krishi Vikas
Yojana (PKVY) Rashtriya Krishi Vikas
Yojana (RKVY) and Mission for Integrated
Development of Horticulture (MIDH),
Network Project on Organic Farming under
ICAR, Namami Gange - National Mission for
Clean Ganga and National Project on
Organic Farming (NPOF).

What is Organic Food?

Organic food means any form of food or its
raw material (such as grains, oils, spices etc)
produced in a manner close to nature without
using any synthetic manmade inputs such as
fertilizers, pesticides, hormones, antibiotics
etc. Organic farming also prohibits the use of
genetically modified organisms (GMOS).

Why Organic Food?

As organic food is grown, produced and
processed through natural inputs and natural
processes, it is absolutely free from chemical
residues, have balance of all macro and

micro nutrients and is considered safe and
healthy for animals and human beings.

Organic food is also known to be the best
source of immunity and systemic resistance
against diseases and deficiencies.

How do | identify organic food in the
market?

The only way to identify the organic food in
market is to verify its certification and quality
mark in the form of a logo, considering the
similar appearance of organic produce vs

conventional.

Jaivik Bharat
The unified logo is an identity
mark to distinguish organic

As per the
requirement of Food
Safety and
Standards (Organic
Foods) Regulations,
2017, all organic
food must carry a
JAIVK BHARAT logo
along with its
certification logo.

products from non-organic
ones, supported with tagline
“Jaivik Bharat” at the bottom,
for easy identification of
Organic Food from India. The
logo communicates adherence
to the NSOP

What is Certification?

Organic certification is a process certification
involving a set of production standards for
growing, storage, processing, packaging and
shipping that include:

e Avoidance of synthetic chemical inputs
(e.g. fertilizer, pesticides, hormones,
antibiotics, food additives, etc) and
genetically modified organisms; Keeping
detailed written production and sales
records (audit trail);

e Maintaining strict physical separation of
organic products from non-certified
products;

e Undergoing periodic on-site inspections.

Purpose of certification

Certification is essentially aimed at regulating
production/processing as per National
Standards for Organic Production (NSOP)

[18]
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and facilitating the sale of original and quality
organic products to consumers.

Certification systems

India has two organic certification systems in
place. Although both the systems are based
upon common national standards but adopt

different approach for verification and
documentation.
a. National Programme for Organic

Production (NPOP) for export and

b. Participatory Guarantee System for India
(PGS-India) for domestic and local
markets.

NPOP certification
NPOP certification is a kind of third party
certification, in which, the farm or the
processing of the agriculture produce is
certified in accordance with national or
international organic standards by an
accredited organic
certification agency.
NPOP certification
is facilitated by

Agriculture
Processed  Food \K
and Export )
Development , . s
B This logo is a certification for
AuthOI’Ity (APEDA), organically farmed products
. manufactured in India. The
MII'IIStry Of certification mark certifies that
the food product conforms to
Commerce B ' ood prodde !
Industries, Govt. of
India.

Participatory Guarantee System for India
(PGS-India)

Participatory Guarantee Systems are locally
focused quality assurance systems, built on
a foundation of trust, social networks and
knowledge exchange. In the case of organic
agriculture, PGS is a process in which people
in similar situations (in this case producers)
assess, inspect and verify the production
practices of each other and collectively
declare the entire holding of the group as
organic. PGS-India is facilitated by Ministry of
Agriculture and Farmers Welfare, Govt. of

)
§2

PGS-INDIA
GREEN

This logo refers to products This logo refers to products
obtained from the agriculture obtained from the agriculture
fields which are completely fields under process of
converted into organic. The conversion. The certification
certification mark certifies mark certifies that the food
that the organic food product product conforms to the
conforms to the NSOP NSOP

India through National Centre of Organic
Farming (NCOF) as its Secretariat.

) ) AL
PGS-INDIA
ORGANIC

A total of 6.12 lakh hectares land and 9.32
lakh farmers covered under PGS-India
certification and 9.12 lakh hectares land and
around 15 lakh farmers covered under NPOP
certification.

Labelling of Organic logos on organic products

il &«

»P « PGS-IN

PGS-INDIA s .o

GRS JaivikBharat - SREENEE . jaivik Bharat

Safe Food Organic or

(Produce obtained from
under conversions fields)

(Produce obtained from fully
organic fields)

Organic
(Produce obtained from fully
organic fields)

(19]
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Waste to Wealth

Vipin Kumar Bansal, Director
Dr. Praveen Kumar Vootla, Jr. Scientific Officer
National Centre of Organic Farming, Ghaziabad

Introduction

According to CIPHET study report 67 million
tonne food waste is generated every year. As
per report the food wasted is more than the
national output of countries such as Britain
and enough to feed a state like Bihar, for a
year. Further lot of food also gets wasted

during transportation around one MMT onion,
2.2 MMT tomatoes get lost during transport.
80 MMT of Agricultural waste is being wasted
due to non availability of proper composting
method.

Food & post harvest wastage

WASTE COLLECTION

Household Waste f Commemal Waste

WASTE SEGREGATION METHOD

Organic or Hazardous Waste
ses KichenWaste oo\ e

cleaning agents etc

P
& Pld(ln‘(t napkins etc.

Municipalities & local bodies entrusted with
solid waste management as per Solid Waste
Management Act 2016.

Following are the major constraints for solid
waste management

EK KADAM AAGE-SWACH KHAD KI AUR

* Kitchen waste is to be treated at source
level (community level in Apartment/in
flat)

1. Segregation of degradable and non-
degradable Waste

2. Huge quantity of Waste is generated

3. Good quality of compost is not produced

4. Using incinerators results in compost
without minerals

5. Space constraint for landfill and NGT
observations

+ Material like dry leaves/newspaper or
carton shreddings/ dung
cakes/cocopeat/crop residue waste to
be incorporated in the composting
material for absorbing moisture

(20]
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Channelization of compost to farmers
e Collection of household compost by e Direct sale of compost to farmers at
Scrap Collector/junk man. compost godowns.
e Storage of compost in block level
compost godowns.

Employment Potential
Considering urban flat society in India contains 500 homes

Work Man hours Total no. of employees required
required

Door to door collection 2*8=16 2

Transportation to site in 1*8=8 1

society

Processing of waste 2*8=16 2

e On every 5 such societies 1 e Forevery 2000 people 25 employees are

N N N N e N N N e N N N e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e et et T Tt Tt T T A

Manager/Entrepreneur is required.

For 500 houses total of 5 people
required. 65 crore people in India are
living in urban areas.

required

Total employment potential would be
10.40 lakhs (8 lakh direct jobs for 65
crore urban population and 30% indirect
job vendor's @ 8x30% = 2.40 lakhs).

[21]
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NCOF Qualification Pack “Organic
Farming Promoter/Manager”

The qualification pack (QP) “Organic
Farming Promoter/Manager” submitted by
National Centre of Organic Farming, Minsitry
of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare, Gol was
approved by National Council for Vocational
Education and Training (NCVET) Ministry of
Skill Development and Entrepreneurship in
its National Skills Qualifications Committee
(NSQC) meeting 20" November, 2020. The
QP shall come into force shortly. The job of a
Organic Farming Promoter/Manager involves
Farm Management, Crop Production, Animal
Husbandry, Vegetables and Fruit
Conservations through traditional processing
and extraction of oil and juices for processing
among kinds of other activities including
marketing of products. It will also entail the
basics & process of organic produce
certification and supply chain management.
The course aims to groom the trainees to
enable them to become an expert/skilled
worker in the area of organic farming having

knowledge in all areas of organic farming
starting from need for the organic farming to
all possible scopes. This qualification shall
enable the trainee to find employment as a
skilled worker and likely to obtain jobs in
companies working for organic farming, can
become consultants and work as farm
managers. Due to wide & brilliant scope of
the course, there is ample opportunity to
leverage central and state institutes as
Training Centres. Some states have sent
proposals in this context. Efforts have been
made to develop the study material for the
said QP which shall be shared with training
partners. The National Occupational
Standards of he qualification pack shall give
access to whole process ofOrganic
Agriculture including organic certification,
value addition, processing, packing, branding
and sales. The course is of short term in
nature

Following are details of qualification pack and National Occupation Standards

Job Role Organic Farming Promoter/Manager

NSQF level 4

Minimum Educational
Qualifications

Undergraduate in Science/Agriculture Science

Minimum Job Entry Age 21 years

Experience One year prior experiencein Farm Operations
Compulsory:
1. Objectives and Strategies for switching to Organic
Farming.
Principles of Organic Farming.
Applicable National Nutrient Management.

Occupational Standards (NOS)

Weed Management.

Pest and Disease Management.

Post-harvest Management.

Quality Assurance and Certification.

QOENIO U1 EIRN

Market Strategies and Sale of Produce.

[22]
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Technical Expert Committee (TEC) to revise the
standards/specifications and amendment of
FCO, 1985 provisions in respect of Organic

Inputs

Based on the recommendations of
proceedings of National Conference on
Quality Control of Microbial Products and
Botanicals of Agricultural Importance
(organized by NCOF, Ghaziabad), NCOF
has suggested acion plan on the
recommendations viz formation of Technical
Expert committee to review FCO
specifications to remove inconsistencies in
standards and upgradation of testing
methodologies in view of new technologies
and amendments inf FCO for improvement of
guality of organic inputs. Accordinlgy, during
the 62nd meeting of Central Fertiliser
Committee, it was decided to constitute a
Technical Committee to collect feedback
from stakeholders and give its
recommendation on the following issues (a)
Reintroduction of manufacturing licence for
Bio and Organic fertiliser. (b) Introduction of
audit-cum-surveillance system for bio-
fertilizer units. (c) Authorisation of NCOF
Officials as sampling inspectors for bio-
fertilizers and organic fertilizers. (d)Review
of the specifications of biofertilisers and
organic fertilizers. (e) Authorization of IARI,
TNAU & NCOF as National Strain
Repository.

Accordingly, competent authority has
constituted the committee with following
composition  Dr. S.K. Chaudhary, DDG
(NRM), ICAR-Chairman, Dr. K. Annapurna,
Head, Microbiology, IARI-Member, Dr. A.K.
Yadav, Advisor (MOVCDNER), DAC&FW-
Member, Director, NCOF-Member Secretary,
Director of Agriculture, Tamil Nadu-Member

Following are the some of the highlights of
revision of standards suggested by the TEC
through the series of meetings:

1. Under Schedule-lll, Part A, Efficiency
Character of Rhizobium, Total viable
Spores and Inoculum potential of
Mycorrhizal Biofertilizers.

Tolerance limit of Biofertilizers viz In case
of Mycorrhizal Biofertilizers Inoculum
Potential shall not be less than 80000 per
acre product under Schedule-lll, Part-B.

Appropriate Test for nodulation and dry
weight measurement incase of Method of
Analysis of Rhizobium Biofertilizers and
Estimation of total viable spores and
Assessment of inoculum Potential with
detailed procedures in case of Methods
of Analysis for Mycorrhizal Biofertilizers
under Schedule-lll, Part-D.

Proper justified specifications have been
recommended in case City compost,
Vermicompost, Phospo Rich Organic
Manure (PROM), Organic Manure Non-
edible de-oiled cake.

Recommended technically viable
efficiency character specification of PSB,
KMB, ZnSB,  Azospirillum under
Schedule-lll, Part A.

The moisture content and particle size
parameter have been recommended for
removal from FCO standard in case of
carrier based biofertilizers.

It has been decided to include the date of
expiry of the batch product in case of
biofertilizers and govt. email Id of fertilizer
inspector in Form ‘J’.

Amendments suggested in the standards
under Clause 27: Appointment of
Inspectors, Clause 10: Period of validity
of certificate of registration and letter of
authorization, Clause 8: Application for
intimation or registration Clause 27
Appointment of Inspectors-recommended
for N/RCOF officers to be notified as
Inspectors under of FCO (1985) for drawl
of sample during surveillance audit.

[23]
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9.

10.

11.

12.

Recommended for 10% samples of total
biofertilizer and organic fertilizer samples
drawn by Fertilizer Inspectors in the state
to be sent to notified central laboratories
under Schedule —III Part-C.

Recommended for Surveillance Audit of
2% Biofertiliser unit per year by a
committee comprising of 3 members from
NCOF, RCOF and State Agriculture Dept.
to check the technical competence of
manpower and facility required for quality
production including the laboratory setup
for internal quality control system under
New sub-clause under clause 30 of
section VII. ENFORCEMENT
AUTHORITIES

Reintroduction of the manufacturing
license for biofertiliser and organic
fertilizer has been recommended under
sub clause 3 of clause 14 to ensure
quality with the provision that only
compulsory registration will be done
through on-line submission of declaration
by manufacturer in prescribed format
which mandate the need for minimum
laboratory, production and processing
facilities.

It is recommended that after submission
of duly filled in format for registration by
manufacturer, the Notified Authority will

13.

14.

15.

issue provisional registration within 15
days of  submission and the
manufacturers who are  already
registered with Notified Authority will be
deemed to be renewed for manufacturing
license up to 31st March, 2021.

It is recommended for the digitization of
the whole process of manufacturing
licence to sale authorisation to dealer,
Memorandum of Intimation as well as
stock records and maintenance, sampling
by fertilizer inspector etc. as per FCO with
time bound consultation with the States.
Development and deployment of
Bio/Organic Fertilisers Information
Management and Tracking System could
be accomplished by engaging a well

established professional IT firm on
priority.
Validity of Manufacturing license,

Certificate of Registration and Sale of
Authorization etc. has been
recommended to be extended to 5 years
from 3 years without any requirement of
NOC etc. every year as introduced by
some State Govts.

Small producers / farmers have been
recommended for exemption from
manufacturing license for production up
to a ceiling of 50 MT/ annum in case of all
organic fertilisers covered in FCO.

[24]
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NCOF EVENTS/ACTIVITIES

Procurement of Laboratory
Equipments and Infrastructure for
modernisation of RCOF Laboratories

As a follow-up action to the recommendations
of the National Conference on Quality Control
of Microbial Products and Botanicals of
Agricultural Importance (organized by NCOF,
Ghaziabad), NCOF has initiated procurement
process of Lab. Instruments  for
modernistaion and upgradation of RCOF
laboratories. Technical Expert committee
involving Regional Directors of RCOFs to
review FCO specifications to remove
inconsistencies in standards and upgradation
of testing methodologies in view of new
technologies and amendments in FCO for
improvement of quality of organic inputs. In
order to take up the matter of preparation
and floation of tender TPEC (Tender
Purchase and Evaluation Committee) were
constituted by Director, NCOF starting from
second quarter of 2020.

The TPEC prepared the draft tender
document for procurement of Laboratory
Instruments / Equipment and Laboratory
infrastructure  upgradation of RCOF
Laboratories. Tender document was
published on the eprocure.gov.in/epublish
portal & NCOF website. The tender process
for procurement of lab instruments has been
at finalization stage.

One day National Conference on Quality
Control of Microbial Products
and Botanicals of Agricultural Importance

One day National Conference on Quality
Control of Microbial Products and Botanicals
of Agricultural Importance is organized by
National Centre of Organic Farming (NCOF),
INM, Division, DAC&FW, MOA&FW, Govt. of
India on 20th December, 2019 Venue

NCOF Ghaziabad. The conference is a brain
storming programme to address the issues
and concerns production of quality Organic
inputs by laying emphasis on four broad
issues  1.Biofertilser's Quality Control-
Emerging Concerns & Future Technologies,

2. Marketing of Microbial Products-
Opportunities & Challenges, 3. States
Perspective on Quality Control Issues of
Biofertilisers/Organic Fertilisers and 4. Policy
Interventions for boosting sector’'s
Contribution-An Industry Perspective for all
the stakeholders of organic fraternity
including farmers. Speakers from ICAR,
IARI, Biofertilizer Production units, Central
and State

'.n‘_‘;?;; o .;s B i din
Inauguaration of the Conference by the
Guests

Alka Bhargava , Additional Secretary, DAC&FW,
Addressing the gathering

The conference has started with formal
Inaugural session. Dr. Alka Bhargava,
Additional Secretary, DAC&FW, Govt. of
India the Chief Guest of the session Dr.
addressed the august gathering for
promotion  of organic  farming by
producingand supplying quality organic
inputs to farmers to boost uop organic and
natural farming in India. Dr. S.K. Malhotra,
Agriculture Commissioner, DAC&FW, Govt.
of India and Ms. Neeraja Adidam, Joint
Secretary (INM), DAC&FW, Govt. of India
were the Guests of Honour.

(25]
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Smt. Neeraja Adidam,Joint Secretary
(INM), DAC&FW, Addressing the
gathering

Dr. A.K. Yadav, Adviser, APEDA and Dr.A.K.
Saxena, Director, NIABM, MAU were among
the distinguished guests along with the
Organizing secretary of the conference, Shri.
National

Vipin Kumar Bansal, Director,
Centre of Organic Farming.

View of the Guests & Participants during
Technical sessions

Government  authorities and  private
entrprenuers made their presentations during
technical sessions, the details are as given
under :

Technical Session-I

Theme-1 : Biofertilser's Quality Control
Emerging Concerns & Future
Technologies

-Biofertilizers’ Quality Control in India:
Inherent Problems and Concerns
Emerging concerns and future
technologies

- Novel Symbiotic Fungus-
Piriformospora indica (Serendipita
indica)Form and Function

Prof. Dr. Ajit Varma Dy. Vice Chancellor,
Amity Institute of Microbial Technology
(Amity University UP)

- Biofertilizers in Sustainable
Agriculture: Global & National
Scenario of Future technology from
monocultures to microbial
communities

Dr. Archana Suman, Principal Scientist,
Division of Microbiology, IAR1, New Delhi
-4th Generation Fertilizer
Technology

Dr Kiran Hegde, Gujarat Eco Microbial
Technologies Pvt Ltd, Vadodara, Gujarat

- Quality Control of Biofertilizer

Sri Sirsendu Bikash Maiti, Director R& D
Department, MSV Laboratories Pvt. Ltd. West

Hybrid

Bengal

Theme-2: Marketing of Microbial
Products-Opportunities &
Challenges

-Marketing of Microbial Products-
Opportunities & Challenges
Dr R P S Yadav Chief Manager(AS)

IFFCO, New Delhi

Technical Session-ll

_ ) _ Theme-3: Policy Interventions for
Dr Anil Kumar Saxgna, Director, National boosting  sector's  Contribution-An
Bgreau .of Agriculturally Important Industry Perspective.
Microorganisms (NBAIM)
-Policy Interventions for boosting
sector's. confidence- An Industry
Perspective
(26]
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Dr. Sandeepa Kanitkar, Managing Director,
Kan Biosys Pvt. Ltd, Pune Maharashtra

-Policy Interventions for boosting
sector's.  Contribution-An  Industry
Perspective

Dr Mukesh Patel Founder Director,
Agriland Biotech Limited, Vadodara,

Gujarat

-Marketing of Microbial Products.
Dr. I.S. Hooda, Gurgaon

After technical sessions a Panel Discussion
was held under the chairmanship of Dr. A.K.
Yadav, Former Director, NCOF while Dr. Alok
Adholeya, Director, TERI, Gurgaon, Dr. K.

IARI, New Delhi Dr. B.S. Dwivedi, Prof &
Head, Department of Soil Science, IARI New
Delhi and Dr. K.P. Raverkar, Head,
Department of Soil Science, G.B. Pant
Agricultural University, Uttarakhand. And the

Conference concluded with a formal
valedictory session.

NABL accreditation Awareness
programme

An awareness programmes for NABL
accreditation of all Regional Centre of

Organic Farming Labs was organized by
NCOF through officers of Quality Council of
India on 23" December 2019

Annapurna, Head, Division of Microbiology,

Refresher Training Course on quality
control of Biofertilisers/ Organic
Fertilisers for Junior Scientific Officers of
NCOF/RCOFs

In order to strengthen the quality control
activities by enhancing the pofciency of

"

R

analysts, 7 days Refresher Training Course
on quality control of Biofertilisers/ Organic
Fertilisers for Junior Scientific Officers of
NCOF/RCOFs was organized at NCOF,
Ghaziabad during 06™ to 12" January, 2020.

<3 S

[27]
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Certificate Course on Organic
Farming

The NCOF and its regional centres
organized 30 days Certificate Course in
Organic Farming at different locations of the
country  (Panchkula(J&K), Ghaziabad,
Bhubaneswar, Nagpur, Jabalpur, Bangalore,
Ahmedabad and Patna). Aim is to create
first generation organic agriculture extension
workers, field workers and organic growers at
village level, to lay foundation for creating
employment opportunities for rural trainers
as organic grower and entrepreneur and to
empower trainees for developing
professionals for facilitation in certification
and marketing etc. The 30 days programme

exposure to field, laboratory and organic
experts classroom lectures. Local agricultural
universities and ICAR Institutes were
involved in all technical training aspects. The
programmes were inaugurated by Hon’ble
Vice Chancellors and Directors of respective
agricultural universities/ Colleges. The
components of organic farming like on-farm
resource management, input production,
quality control, organic certification and
marketing of organic produce,
entrepreneurship with related Integrated
Farming Systems etc. were covered.

Total number of 6 such trainings were
organised and the dates of the trainings with
venue and photographs are as under:

consisting of 30 participants included
g . W bo2erEeT Cf), ]

waan s
L

ﬁ 22 sreradl A 20 WA 2020 @

wTT
. T va Rrarer wsemor FwTera, Sk ST

TEEwTE
arsirer Sifres e Bow, StaeTge (3.9)
EeS 5

= - S S

22.1.2020 to 20.02.2020 at INKVV Jabalpur
MP

2019/12/24 17:05

20.1.2020 to 18.02.2020 at BAU Sabour,

Bhagalpur Bihar

Kashmir

25.11.19 to 25.12.19 at SKUAST Jammu and

23.1.2020 to 21.02.2020 at NCOF Ghaziabad

(28]
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OF Bhubanwar

One Day Jaivik Krishi Sammelan

The NCOF and its Regional centres
organized one day Jaivik Krishi Sammelan at
different locations of the country with the
objective to promote organic farming across
the country. One day Jaivik Krishi Sammelan
focused specially to cover large number of
progressive farmers(more than 500 in
number) interested to take up organic
farming at village level. The one day
programme preferably involves local NGOs
which are doing progressive organic farming
in the area, local agricultural universities,
KVKs, Directorate of Agriculture of
concerned State Govt. and ICAR Institutes
for expert lectures. The programmes were
generally presided over by local MLAs or
M.P.s of the area OR Directors of local
agricultural universities/ Colleges/Centres.
The main focus of the sammelan was to
motivate and sensitize farmers by creating

awareness on main aspects of organic
farming such as soil health, sustainable
production, integrated farming systems,
certification/marketing and role of value
addition in enhancing farmers’ income.
Farmers were sensitised about the various
promotional schemes on organic farming
such as PKVY and PGS Certification
implemented by the State and Central
Government. The progressive organic
farmers were felicitated and encouraged to
take up organic farming by providing a
platform of direct interaction between buyers
and sellers as well as facilitated various
government and private institutions to show
case their farmers’ friendly inventions in
agriculture.

Total 6 numbers of such organic sammelans
were organised and the dates of the
sammelans with venue and photographs are
as under:

——

Sh. Raju Bista, Hon’ble MP Darjeeling and
Dr. A.S. Rajput, RD, RCOF BBSR along with honored
local progressive farmers

RCF BBSR organized the event at Naxalbari
West Bengal on 22.02.2020

[29]
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other dignitaries

Smt. Leena Jain Hon ble Iocal MLA Ganj Basonda Vldlsha
M.P. and Dr. Gagnesh Sharma, RD RCOF Jabalpur with

RCOF Jabalpur organlzed the event at V|Ilage
Saloi, GanjVasoda, Vidisha , M.P. Bengal on
29.02.2020

Online Refresher Training Course for
Biofertilizers and Organic Fertilizer
Analysts under FCO, 1985

A three day Online Refresher Training
course for Biofertilizers and Organic
Fertilizer Analysts under FCO, 1985
organized by NCOF, Ghaziabad during 9th
to 11th September, 2020. Total Twenty
officers from five states: Bihar (02), Gujarat
(02), Kerala (02) Maharashtra (07) and
Tamil Nadu (07). The training was
conducted with five theoretical sessions
and six sessions of demonstrations of
practical. Eminent scientists and experts of
the field have delivered lectures and
handled the sessions. Opening remarks
and keynote address was delivered by the
Director, NCOF-Shri Vipin Kumar Bansal,
IFS. Dr. Shailendra Singh Ex-Director,
CFQCTI, Faridabad delivered a lecture on
Norms, clauses & standards of organic
inputs under FCO, 1985, Dr. Annapurna K.,
Head, Div. of Microbiology, IARI, New Delhi
spoke on Quality testing of biofelrtilizers

Vlgnettes of the programme

(PSB, KMB, ZnSB, Acetobacter), Dr.
Debashish Goloui, Scientist, Div. of Soil

Science, IARI, New Delhi detailed
methodology of testing of different
parameters of organic fertilizers  under

FCO, 1985, Dr. Verma Regional Director
RCOF, Ghaziabad & Team (Dr.
Chandrashekar, JSO, RCOF and Dr. Ankit
Singla, JSO) dealt with practical
demonstration of testing of biofertilizers
covered under FCO, 1985. Dr. D.J.
Bagyaraj, Ex-Head of Department of
Microbiology, UAS, Bangalore made a
lecture on Quality testing of Mycorrhizal
Biofertilizers as per FCO, 1985, Dr. P.

Bhattacharya, Ex-Director, NCOF,
Ghaziabad handled a session on Quality
testing of Phosphate Rich Organic

Manure(PROM) as per FCO, 1985. Dr.
Praveen Vootla, JSO, NCOF has dealt with
with practical demonstration of Mycorrhizal
biofertilizers under FCO, 1985 in adition to
the coordinating of the training programme.
Following is the details of participants of the
training:

(30]
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Seven Days Online Training
Programme on Organic Farming

RCOF, Panchkula

RCOF, Panchkula has also organized 01 No
of 7 Day online training Programme in which
41 Nos of participants benefitted during
11/08/2020 to17/08/2020 for rural youth of
northern state. The aim of the training was to
provide technical knowledge in the area of
organic input production, on farm resource
management, PGS Certification, marketing
etc in this program.

RCOF, Bengaluru
RCOF Bengaluru organized one seven days

programme was organized by Dr Swapnil
Magar, JSO and Assisted by Dr. Chandra
Prabha Bhandari, JSO and Dr. Ankita
Garkoti, JSO. In this training programme total
13 lectures were delivered out of which 07

online training on organic Farming was
during 11-18 August, 2020. Total 125
participants were participated in the
programme out of which 36 from Karnataka,
53 from Tamilnadu and 30 from Kerala. The
training program inaugurated by Dr. Paritosh
Bhattacharya (Former Director NCOF) and
R.S.H. Srivathsa AD, RCOF, Bangalore. The

Outreach Programmes on Recent
Farm Acts in Agriculture

RCOF Panchkula

RCOF Panchkula organized outreach
programmes during 20/10/2020 to
31/11/2020 in which 527 Nos of farmers were
benefitted. The aim of the training was to
create awareness and benefits about farm
acts 2020.

were delivered by renowned Guest speakers.

RCOF Bhubaneshwar

A seven days online training on organic
farming (01 No.) was organized for organic
farming enthusiasts of the country amid
COVID-19 pandemic by RCOF
Bubaneshwar. The training session was
organized from 06.07.2020 to 12.07.2020
involving more than 75 participants mainly
belonging from Odisha and West Bengal as
well as few from other states of the country.
Various important topics such as nutrient and
pest management in organic farming,
different methods of in-situ composting, on
farm production of Azolla, use of
biofertilizers, branding and marketing of
organic produce etc were discussed by the
eminent scientists/speakers hailing from
prime institutions of India during this training.

RCOF Bengaluru

RCOF Bengaluru organized Farmers
outreach programme on farm acts through
webinar the programmes were conducted by
Dr. Ankita Garkoti Master Trainer, JSO
RCOF, Bangalore from 20th October to
31st December 2020 and total 2275 number
of farmers were educated on farm acts.

[31]
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RCOF Bhubaneswar

RCOF Bhubaneswar organized nearly 49
online outreach programs on farm acts in
agriculture reforms during October to
December 2020. The program covered more
than 5800 farmers mainly belonging from
Odisha and West Bengal States of the

country while few belong to Haryana and
Madhya Pradesh have also attended this
program. The farmers were given awareness
about the new farm acts introduced by Gol
and their related queries were answered
during the program.

Glimpses of Outreach Program on Farm Acts for Agriculture Reformation

Swachhta Pakhwada

Contributing towards Hon’ble  Prime
Minister's “Mission Clean India” National
Centre of Organic Farming imbibed the
motive behind the mission in the office
routine. Although the period defined for
observing Swacchhta Pakhwada was
16.12.2019 to 31.12.2019, but our office has
put our best foot forward for contributing
towards this sanitation campaign since
August 2019.

Following the concept of Mahatma Gandhi’s
vision, “Sanitation is more important than
independence” all the laboratories,
administrative building, auditorium, guest
house, entire campus were cleaned and

further examined for cleanliness. Importance
of sanitation to keep the environment and
surroundings  healthy was  realized.
Committee headed by the Director visited
different areas on various occasions and
requested all the employees to practice
cleanliness at the office and working
premises on regular basis.

The programme formally initiated on
16.12.2019 at the Conference Hall. The
Pakhwada was formally initiated by Director
with the oath of cleanliness by all the
employees of the office. It was envisaged that
such activities will help to make the
environment clean and keep us healthy. An
appeal has been made to keep the office and
its premises clean. It was also felt necessary
to spread the importance of cleanliness.

(32]
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An initiative for “Planting Clean air”
Besides producing oxygen and removing
carbon dioxide and contaminants from the
air, trees have many other social, economic,
and environmental benefits. Tree plantation
was done in the office campus by Director
and other officials to spread the message
‘Planting trees is planting clean air”.

One step towards Swacch Manure
NADEP Composting
Phospho-Compost

Vermicompost

Participatory Guarantee System for
India [PGS-India]

Jaivik Kheti Portal

Organic Farming Systems

RCOF Bhubaneshwar . Livestock-Base of organic Farming

Swachhata Shapath function was organized
in Regional Centre of Organic Farming,
Bhubaneswar on the occasion of “Kisan
Diwas” involving all the officers and staff of
this centre. During the pakhwada various
activities were organized by the Centre such
as organization of cleanliness drive, tree
plantation in premises, weeding out of old
files, records and unused items as well as
organization of Swachhta Rally for
disseminating the message of keeping
surroundings clean among the city residents.

OSHCEE 1D

© o N

Jaivik Kheti Sahayak Pustika

To facilitate farmers for adoption of
technology and ITKs, a booklet has been
published in Hindi and English with following
contents:

1. Indigenous Technical Knolwedge

(33]
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Quality Testing of Organic Inputs under FCO, 1985 by RCOFs during 2020

Quality Testing of Biofertilizers by RCOFs (2020)

M Total no. of
samples analysed

JAN —-MAR APR-JUNE JULY-SEPT OCT-DEC

Quality Testing of Organic Fertilizers by RCOFs (2020)

M Total no. of
samples analysed

JAN —MAR APR-JUNE JULY-SEPT OCT-DEC
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ISTHTYT Hifa Sedh nfafafer &1 faavor

& vmarst smaeE: ey Hifd &
SIER, P uifds Wt s, MioRETe, §
feie 14 RdeR 2020 ¥ 30 RAdaR 2020 dF
fed) saareT mfSId far T | 39b GRM
fei 23 RdaR 2020 @1 & Hwor wfaaifiar
AT & T8 3R 39 ufadifar # I
PGl T HHaial 7 ufauiffiar &t |
ISTHTYT TSt & HrTade i o 9gidl &4 &
IR Y Ul & Ry fobar m ek
THTU-U3 YgH fhu 71T |

& srdwmen smaeE: vy Sige @
H5 # &A1 TP wifds et =, mioarere
gRT faA® 08 fedeR 2020 F1 i fed!
HRIITET BT SRS fHar 7T | 59 Hrafmer
T WROHR] THAER & fafdy Yoo favg iR 4t
W Thd Rig, Jed Fewe g &
TRIemT TRUE, T5 fAqel gR1 SR
RS fear mar | HriRar § ore il
Td STl A UfR1err wiod o |

JHTYT Heeht fafafirl | wefta
Frdterur it ud feam weamon dorem & ot

T $AR, Fexe Ry aur o of|
YhT, aRYS 3fgdlad USRI Aied 3 al

IHIRA gRT 39 Hraferd &7 faid 03 TdeR
2020 I FYeror fovam T |

AU Meas T : F TR
UIRI&01 YHUM, Misarare, § & 28 S
2020 ®I MG TR IJISTHNT HRAHaH
affa, misrrare, @t sodf 8% # misrTaTe
R Fx WHR & 9t wrafag § J A9y
S Wl B, ToRITaTE, BT ISTHINT Hifd &
DI & U Bl [G=1T T IqPYC B
B ISTHTYT e[S J FHATHG fovar mar forgs
dq@ra ez, 9 faftd $UR d99, Yiaq,
A §9 g BT Ui FRd gU Riers wod
fopar |

SARAISANTE Yagpe
SRAAITE Uggpdl 7 23.12.2020 HI 01 fgal
PHIATAT BT TAToI T 7T |

IRANTH Ya4R

IREINE YaaR UdS faaret # fi= fh
FrRiTmar &1 meH fRuw iR Fafhd
MABING HAf H gl & FUANT B Ig1a1 G
& I T 07.09.2020 ¥ 21.09.2020 TH
RAATST HAMT|
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India Organic News

Govt to make labeling process of organic
agricultural products simpler

The government is planning to make the
certification and labeling process of organic
agricultural products simpler and cost
effective to narrow the price difference
between conventional and hybrid products.

“The government is considering reducing the
overall cost of agriculture products, including
organic ones, to help farmers double their
income by 2022,” Union Agriculture Minister
Parshottam Rupala said on the sidelines of
the New India Startup Conclave in Mumbai.

“Organic agricultural products have huge
potential to increase their domestic
consumption and exports. Hence, the
government is looking to reduce the overall
cost in certification and labeling of organic
products also.”

The conclave was organised by Rambhau
Mhalgi Prabodhini and Atal Incubation
Centre.

In the financial year 2017-18 (FY18) India
produced around 1.7 million tonnes of
certified organic products including oilseeds,
sugarcane, cereals, millets, spices, dry fruits,
vegetables, coffee etc, with Madhya Pradesh
emerging as the largest producer.

Data compiled by the Agricultural and
Processed Food Products Export
Development Authority (Apeda) showed
India’s organic agriculture exports in FY18 at
458,000 tonnes worth $515.44 million (Rs
3,453 crore) were primarily to the United
States, the European Union, Canada,
Switzerland, Australia and Israel among
others.

“There has been a record agricultural
production last year which opens room for a
new business area... organic could be one
such opportunity. Ancillaries such as animal
husbandry, fisheries, and animal rearing for
milk could be another area for business
entrepreneurship.  Organic  agricultural

products like fruits and vegetables fetch
nearly 20 per cent premium over
conventional and hybrid products. Therefore,
the youth should consider entrepreneurship
in organic food business which has a huge
demand,” said the minister.

A recent study by global consultancy firm
Ernst & Young said organic farming in India
faces huge challenges in terms of cost of
certification, lengthy procedures,
international validity, inadequate certifying
agencies and a lack of supporting
infrastructure.

Thus, the cost of certification goes up to Rs
50-500 per farmer per year, with additional
cost of Rs 2,500 per farmer for internal audit.

“Although, the cost of certification has
reduced, it is expensive for many small
groups of farmers or individual farmers,” said
the study.

Apart from that the transition from
conventional to organic farming s
accompanied by high input costs and low
yields in the initial years. The cost of going
completely organic is quite high, because of
the high price of organic manure. The
commercially available bio-manure products
may not be completely organic, and therefore
the products sometimes get disqualified at
the certification stage.

“The government is willing to create a parallel
market of organic agricultural products with
low-cost certification and help consumers
build confidence on supply. It will be a good
move. Rising cost of production in the name
of certification, compliance and regulatory
issues will discourage expansion in organic
products,” said Vijay Sardana, an agriculture
expert.

“The biggest impediment in the growth of
organic market is the difficulties faced by
consumers in differentiating its taste from
conventional products. A number of
conventional agriculture  products are
currently sold in the market with organic

[36]
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labels... this needs to be curbed,” said
Sardana. The E&Y study forecast India’s
organic agriculture market to treble in two
years to Rs 12,000 crore by 2020, from Rs

4,000 crore in 2018.Dilip Kumar Jha
Business Standard.

Mission organic farming — over to
Gujarat?

Acharya Devvrat, who has been appointed
as the Governor of Gujarat, will get ample
opportunities to implement his dream project
of ‘organic farming’, which he successfully
launched in the state and motivated over
50,000 farmers to adopt this technique.

Motivated over 50,000 farmers to adopt
natural farming

Governor is associated with this innovate
idea of the Zero Budget Natural Farming
project with the motive that farmers of the
state would adopt organic farming. More than
50,000 farmers have adopted natural farming
in Himachal and the Governor expected that
the hilly state will become the first state to opt
for organic farming by 2022. The project has
been launched at Chaudhary Sarvan Kumar
Himachal Pradesh Krishi, Vishvavidyalaya,
Palampur, where Chief Minister Jai Ram
Thakur lauded the efforts of the state of
Sikkim and Himachal Governor making
efforts to popularise organic farming. In this
way, the Governor got full support from the
state government which was aiming to follow
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s vision to
increase agriculture production and the
income of farmers by 2022. According to the
Governor, simple meaning of Zero Budget
Natural Farming programme is related to a
set of natural farming methods, under which
the cost of growing and harvesting plants is
zero. Acharya always tried to interact with
farmers and informed them about the
programme which involves almost no
monetary investment and envisages the use
of ‘Jeevamrutha’ and ‘Beejamrutha’ (sources
of beneficial bacteria). He says that “Zero
Budget’ refers to zero net cost of production
of all crops, which means that farmers don’t
have to buy fertilisers and pesticides to
ensure the healthy growth of crops.

(Writer is a political analyst. Views are
personal)

Engineering dropout to organic farmer
growing 300+ native veggies

Apart from growing chemical-free food, he
also created a seed bank named Aadhiyagai
(which means first blooming in Tamil), with
more than 300 native vegetable and fruit
seeds.

In the village of Kuttiyagoundanpudur, close
to the arid region of Oddanchatram in Tamil
Nadu’s Dindigul district, lies Aadhiyagai
Parameswaran’s six-acre farm.

The area lacks a perennial source of water to
keep crops well-fed, but 29-year-old
aeronautical engineer-turned-farmer,
Parameswaran is confident his farm will
thrive. His crops can withstand severe
drought conditions because they are native
to this arid region.

Born in a family of farmers, he grew up
watching his parents toil on leased dryland.
Although he was studying engineering, his
love for the soil surpassed his will to
graduate.

“Undoubtedly, a combination of genes,
environment, and passion made me
discontinue engineering in my fourth year to
become a full-time organic farmer in my
village.” (Source: The Better India)

Keralato follow collective farming instead
of corporate farming, says state
agriculture minister

Kerala would promote collective farming
which is done by various co-operatives and
community networks like Kudumbashree.

Pointing towards Contract Farming, Union
Agriculture Minister Narendra Singh Tomar,
in conference of State Agriculture Ministers in
Delhi, has said that farming can become
profitable if small and marginal farmers are
given access to technological solutions and
research.

ShriTomar also urged the states to take
effective measures to increase crop
remuneration, especially by helping the
farmers in reducing the input cost, increasing
production and promoting exports.
(Newsclick Report 10 Jul 2019)
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50K+ assam kids grow organic veggies in
school backyards, earn neat profits!

Over 50,000 school children in Assam have
taken a genuine interest in organic farming
and are doing their bit to save the
environment from irreversible damage in
future.

The growing need for organic farming has
revamped the age-old concept of farming as
countless urban farmers are shunning the
necessity of using chemical-based fertilisers,
pesticides, plant growth hormones and even
antibiotics.  Imbibing the  newfangled
techniques of organic farming eventually lead
toless soil erosion, less pollution, less
wastage of energy. On the other hand, you
can spot a remarkable ‘positive’ difference as
there is a commendable boost to soil
fertility and a steady increase in water
conservation.

Realising the need for incorporating the
benefits of choosing the organic way, over
500 schools across the seven districts of
Assam are now teaching the children to grow
their own vegetables and show respect to the
environment. As it seemed, the children
miraculously developed a fascination for
consuming the nutrient-rich vegetables and
embraced a healthier way of living. The
reason behind it was their active involvement
in farming organic vegetables in their school
backyards and later consuming them as a
part of their midday meals - a much-needed
sense of achievement! This encouraged
them to learn more about progressive
farming techniques as they indulged in
something they considered as a fun activity.
Tagged as budding ‘farmpreneurs’ and being
associated with the Farm2Food Foundation,
these children are motivated by
producing chemical-free vegetables that
are 100% natural and safe for daily
consumption. The inclusion of ‘nutrition
gardens’ in the schools makes sure that the
kids achieve a good amount of profit by
making use of cost-effective, energy-
saving procedures. Plus, these talented kids
have a scientific bent of mind and are eager
to create vermicompost, bio-pesticides
vermiwash by applying their acquired
knowledge and latent creativity. These
school children are making an honest effort

to protect the environment, and so should
wel
(Source: Stocksy United, Better India)

Delhi’s organic farming revolution

NEW DELHI: A'silent revolution’ is growing
in the outskirts of Delhi as its villages have
started taking baby steps towards achieving
the organic state tag, said Manisha Saxena,
secretary cum commissioner (Development)
of Delhi government. By ‘silent revolution’,
she refers to the farmers in the national
capital adopting organic fertilisers and
pesticide-free cultivation.

(Source: The New Indian Express)

Farmer who runs a museum to preserve
traditional seeds

As the country braces itself for yet another
bad monsoon, Syed Ghani Khan, a farmer in
Karnataka’s Mandya district, is hoping to fight
it with traditional farming techniques like
multi-cropping and minor millet cultivation.
These are the two techniques that helped the
farmer from the remote village of Kirugavalu
navigate the water crisis during the last three
kharif seasons. Largely a paddy farmer in a
dryland area, Khan was able to feed his
family of 15 and also make a profit of Rs 2
lakh.

Khan, 42, isn’t just another organic farmer,
though. He’s a collector and conservationist
of traditional seeds, which are housed in a
seed museum that he runs. So far, he has
conserved 120 traditional mango varieties,
over a thousand paddy varieties from all over
the world and hundreds of millet seed
varieties. (Source: The Indian Express)

Cooperative ‘organic’ farming: 10
Sangrur Punjab women show the way

Over the past seven months or so, a market
emerges periodically by the side of a 1.5 acre
field at the Lehra-Sangrur road, on the
outskirts of Lehra town. An enthusiastic
group of 10 women, all from Changali Wala
vilage near Lehra, around 55km from
Sangrur town, sell organically-grown
vegetable to passersby. Their rate is 10%
higher than the rate of normal produce, but
they have reported brisk sales, with Lehra
residents and commuters their main
customers.
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The women worked as labourers before they
were trained in organic farming last year; this
was to be a turning point in their lives. Now,
their range of products include bottle gourd,
ladies’ fingers, Saag and Palak etc. Of the 10
women, only two, Baljit Kaur and Harbans
Kaur, are literate, having studied till Class 5.
Their agriculture plan is intelligently
designed, though, with proper division of
work and daily collection of sales.

“The land was taken on an annual rent of Rs
55,000. We paid this money from our
pockets. This we have already earned. Of the
1.5 acre, half a acre is under paddy. We
never used chemical on it. Now, we are
planning to cultivate more crops on more
land, next season,” Baljit told HT, adding that
they sold bottle gourd at Rs 40 a kg,
ladyfinger at Rs 50/kg and ‘Saag’ at Rs 50/kg.

‘We are -cultivating vegetables naturally
without any chemical spray. The business is
making profit and the monthly collection, on
average is about Rs 20,000, with the
expenditure at around Rs 5,000, said
Harbans Kaur.

A Lehra resident Shaminder Singh said, “We
are concerned about our health. Organic
vegetables help us avoid diseases. | do not
buy organic products daily, but am trying to
develop the habit.”

Lehra agriculture officer Inderjit Singh Bhatti
said women started organic vegetable
farming in the area about seven months ago.
He added that their crop can be certified as
organic only after they have cultivated it for
three years, as otherwise pesticide residues
continue to be reported in lab tests. “It is new
initiative and the women are working on
cooperative farming concept,” Bhatti added.

Organic farming varsity to boost rural
economy

PONDA: Deputy chief minister Chandrakant
Kavalekar is keen on helping Goa shed its
tourism image and tap its inland which has a
predominantly agricultural base, and develop
it as a model of advanced organic agricultural
practices. To help this along, he announced
the setting up of an organic
agriculture university in  the  state  on
Tuesday.

“This will boost Goa’s rural economy which is
suffering due to mining closure. Chief
minister Pramod Sawant has agreed to the
project in principal,” said Kavalekar, who is
also the agriculture minister.

He added that Madangpal Varshaneya,

former vice-chancellor of Anand
University Gujarat, and Kamdhenu
University, who helped set up Anand

University in Gujarat when Prime Minister
Narendra Modi was CM has been appointed
as the chief strategist for this project.

“Currently, we have identified some areas for
this project and we will begin short listing
along with other legal procedures,” Kavalekar
said. To further his plan, the minister had
recently visited Pune Agriculture College,
affiliated to Pune University, and also Rahuri
Agriculture University.

Kavalekar also said that setting up of an
organic agricultural university will help locals
to study techniques of productivity increase,
quality control and research and
development in the field of organic farming.
TNN | TNN | Updated: Nov 13, 2019, 14:13
IST
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Global Organic News

Organic by Trust: Participatory Guarantee
Systems of Certification (PGS)

PGS and the Small-Holders Market

THE WORLD OF
AGRICULTURE 2019
Nearly 70 million hectares of farmland are
organic. The latest global data on organic
farming worldwide was presented by the
Research Institute of Organic Agriculture
(FiBL) and IFOAM — Organics International at
BIOFACH, the world’'s leading trade fair for
organic food, in Nuremberg, Germany. The
statistical yearbook “The World of Organic
Agriculture” was launched on Wednesday,
February 13, 2019, in Hall Shanghai, NCC
East.

ORGANIC

(Frick/Nuremberg, February 13, 2019) The
year 2017 was another record year for global
organic agriculture. According to the latest
FiBL survey on organic agriculture
worldwide, the organic farmland increased
substantially, and the number of organic
producers and organic retail sales also
continued to grow, reaching another all-time
high, as shown by the data from 181
countries (data as of the end 2017). The 20th
edition of the study “The World of Organic
Agriculture” published by FiBL and IFOAM —
Organics International shows a continuation
of the positive trend seen in the past years.
The annual survey on organic agriculture
worldwide is supported by the Swiss State
Secretariat for Economic Affairs (SECO), the
International Trade Centre (ITC), the
Sustainability Fund of Coop Switzerland, and
NurnbergMesse, the organizers of the
BIOFACH fair.

The global organic market continues to
grow worldwide and has reached 97
billion US dollars

The market research company Ecovia
Intelligence estimates that the global market
for organic food reached 97 billion US dollars
in 2017 (approx. 90 billion euros). The United
States is the leading market with 40 billion
euros, followed by Germany (10 billion
euros), France (7.9 billion euros), and China

(7.6 billion euros). In 2017, many major
markets continued to show double-digit
growth rates, and the French organic market
grew by 18 percent. The Swiss spent the
most on organic food (288 Euros per capita
in 2017). Denmark had the highest organic
market share (13.3 percent of the total food
market).

Almost three million producers worldwide
In 2017, 2.9 million organic producers were
reported, which is 5 percent more than in
2016. India continues to be the country with
the highest number of producers (835,200),
followed by Uganda (210,352), and Mexico
(210,000).

Record growth of the organic farmland: 20
percent increase

A total of 69.8 million hectares were
organically managed at the end of 2017,
representing a growth of 20 percent or 11.7
million hectares over 2016, the largest
growth ever recorded. Australia has the
largest organic agricultural area (35.6 million
hectares), followed by Argentina (3.4 million
hectares), and China (3 million hectares).
Due to the large area increase in Australia,
half of the global organic agricultural land is
now in Oceania (35.9 million hectares).
Europe has the second largest area (21
percent; 14.6 million hectares), followed by
Latin America (11.5 percent; 8 million
hectares). The organic area increased in all
continents.

Ten percent or more of the farmland is
organic in fourteen countries

Globally, 1.4 percent of the farmland is
organic. However, many countries have far
higher shares. The countries with the largest
organic share of their total farmland are
Liechtenstein (37.9 percent), Samoa (37.6
percent), and Austria (24 percent). In
fourteen countries, 10 percent or more of all
agricultural land is organic.

Global organic statistics show the
contribution of organic agriculture to the
Sustainable Development Goals
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According to Dr. Monica Rubiolo from SECO
and Joseph Wozniak from ITC “global data
on organic production and markets are of
high relevance for policy makers and
contribute to understanding the importance
of organic farming in the different countries.”
“This publication shows our ongoing
engagement with transparency in the organic
sector” say Professor Urs Niggli, FiBL
director and Louise Luttikholt, IFOAM -
Organics International Executive Director.
And they add “This publication also
demonstrates the contribution of organic
agriculture to the Sustainable Development
Goals. Overall, the yearbook shows the
potential organic farming has to contribute to
a sustainable future!”

Organic equivalency arrangements with
other countries

Equivalency arrangements are trade
agreements made with other countries.
Canada only establishes an organic
equivalency arrangement with another
country after assessing and comparing the
two regulatory systems, including the
standards, to determine whether the
principles and outcomes achieved are
consistent.

Equivalency determination allows two
differing standards, regulations or
procedures to remain as is (in each country)
but treats them as if they are the same as
long as they achieve the same results and
policy objectives even if through different
means. An import-export arrangement that
deems both the foreign country's conformity
assessment system, as well as its standards,
as being equivalent to requirements of the
domestic regulations would be considered an
equivalency arrangement. Under an
equivalency arrangement an imported
product would be certified through the foreign
country's conformity assessment system to
the foreign standards and to the terms of the
equivalency arrangement (respecting the
variances where applicable) and would be
considered to meet the importing country's
requirements.

Process used
equivalency

Equivalency is determined by assessing and
comparing two regulatory systems, including

to determine organic

the standards, to determine whether the
principles and outcomes achieved are

equivalent. Elements that are assessed
include:
regulations

accreditation criteria

certification criteria

standards, and

monitoring and enforcement activities

Variances are identified and advice and input
are sought from industry on the significance
of wvariations found in the respective
standards. Each Government takes this input
into consideration while determining if the
foreign organic regime can be deemed
equivalent.

Should either Government identify a critical
variance that cannot be resolved, it will
become an exception. An import-export
arrangement that contains exceptions would
partially deem the foreign country's
conformity assessment and standards as
equivalent to the domestic requirements. If
the foreign country's conformity assessment
system and its standards are deemed only
partially equivalent, then the exceptions
would be outlined in the arrangement and the
certification would have to meet the
requirements of the arrangement.

The process to reach an equivalency
arrangement with another country is outlined
in the CFIA procedure for organic
equivalency determination and on-going
monitoring of the existing arrangements.
The CFIA verifies the effectiveness of the
organic equivalency arrangements by
conducting peer reviews. The approach
followed by the CFIAis outlined in
the CFIA peer review procedure related to
the Canada Organic Regime (COR).

Imported organic products

Organic products imported from countries
with  whom Canada has established an
equivalency arrangement must be certified
by a body accredited by that foreign country
and recognized by Canada. These products
may bear the Canada Organic Logo.

All food sold in Canada, whether domestic or
imported, must also comply with the Food
and Drugs Actand Regulations, and

[41]
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the Safe Food for Canadians

Act and Regulations.

Equivalency arrangements currently in
place with Canada

Costa Rica Requirements for Canadian
organic agricultural products for export to
Costa Rica.

On March 28, 2013, the Government of
Canada entered into an agreement on the
trade of organic products with Costa Rica.

Pursuant the national legislation of Costa
Rica, the National Phytosanitary Service
(SFE) has determined that the Canadian
organic agricultural products which are:

produced and certified in Canada;

in conformity with the Organic Products
Regulations, 2009 (OPR 2009) and; certified
by the Canadian Food Inspection Agency
(CFIA) accredited Certification Body under
the Canada Organic Regime; deemed to
have been produced and certified in
accordance to Costa Rica's national law
governing the organic agriculture regime.

Organic products exported from Canada for
import to Costa Rica under this recognition
may bear the Canada Organic Logo and/or
Costa Rica's organic seal as spelled out in
the letter of recognition of equivalence.

Organic products must be accompanied by
an organic certificate issued
by CFIA accredited Certification Body.

All organic products imported in to Costa
Rica must meet Costa Rica's food safety and
labelling requirements.

Requirements for Costa Rica organic
agricultural products for export to Canada
Pursuant to the Canadian Food Inspection
Agency Actand the Canada Agricultural
Products Act, the CFIA has determined that
the agricultural products of plant origin which
are:

produced and processed in Costa Rica; in
conformity with the National Organic
Production Regulations of Costa Rica and;
produced and processed under an organic
certification program  that  provides
safeguards and guidelines governing the

production and processing of such products;
deemed equivalent to those products that
have been produced and processed in
accordance with the Canadian Organic
Products Regulations, 2009 (OPR, 2009)

Organic products exported from Costa Rica
for import to Canada under this recognition
may bear the Canada Organic Logo and/or
Costa Rica's organic seal as spelled out in
the letter of recognition of equivalence.
Organic products must be accompanied by
an organic certificate issued by Costa Rican
accredited Certification Body.

Organic products imported into Canada must
meet Canadian food safety and labelling
requirements.

Requirements for Canadian
agricultural products for
to EU covered under the EUCOEA
As per the Commission Implementing
Regulation (EU) 2016/459 dated March 18,
2016 the following products certified
according to the Canada Organic Regime by
one of the CFIA accredited Certification
bodies are accepted as organic in the EU:
unprocessed plant products live animals or
unprocessed animal products processed
agricultural products for use as food
processed agricultural products for use as
feed vegetative propagating material and
seeds for cultivation Unprocessed plant
products, live animals or unprocessed animal
products and vegetative propagating material
and seeds for cultivation have to be grown in
Canada.

organic
export

Processed agricultural products for use as
food and processed agricultural products for
use as feed have to be processed in Canada
with organically grown ingredients grown in
Canada or imported into Canada in
accordance with the Organic Products
Regulations, 2009.

The recognition of the equivalence of
Canada's systems of production and control
measures also applies to organic wine
certified in accordance  with  the
Canadian Organic Products Regulations,
2009.

[42]

T T T v

NN NN NN NN NN NN NN N NN N ONONONON NN NN MMM MMM MMM MMM M M M M M MM M M M M M M MM M M M M M M M M M M N N N N N N NN NN NN N NN NN NN L


https://www.inspection.gc.ca/english/reg/jredirect2.shtml?safefood
https://www.inspection.gc.ca/english/reg/jredirect2.shtml?safefood
https://www.inspection.gc.ca/english/reg/jredirect2.shtml?sfcrrsac
https://www.inspection.gc.ca/food/requirements-and-guidance/organic-products/equivalence-arrangements/costa-rica-letter/eng/1363976443936/1363976479420
https://www.inspection.gc.ca/food/requirements-and-guidance/organic-products/equivalence-arrangements/costa-rica-letter/eng/1363976443936/1363976479420
http://www.sfe.go.cr/DocsARAO/Listado_Agencias_Certificadoras.pdf
http://www.sfe.go.cr/DocsARAO/Listado_Agencias_Certificadoras.pdf
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=OJ:JOL_2016_080_R_0002
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=OJ:JOL_2016_080_R_0002

N N N N e N N N e N N N e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e et et T Tt Tt T T A

Organic Farming Newsletter, 18:1-4, 2020

T T T T N

Canadian organic products exported
to EU under  the EUCOEA must be
accompanied by a "Certificate of Inspection

for Import of products from Organic
production into the European
Community - PDF (2,125 kb)." (the

"Certificate of Inspection") as per Article 13
and AnnexV of Commission Regulation
(EC) N°. 1235/2008.

The certification body operating in Canada
has to prepare, sign and stamp
this "Certificate  of Inspection”. In
Box # 2 the certification body operating in
Canada must mark the box associated with
"Council Regulation (EC) N°. 834/2007,
Article 33(2)".

Organic products exported from Canada to
the EU under this Arrangement may bear
the EU logo, under the conditions spelled out
in article 24 of Commission Regulation
(EC) N° 834/2007 - PDF (191 kb). The logo
can be downloaded from the European
Commission's website

All  organic products imported into
the EU must meet EU labeling requirements.
Requirements  for EU organic  products
exported to Canada

Agricultural products, including wine,
which are produced and processed in the
European Union and which are:

certified in  conformity with  Council
Regulation (EC) N° 834/2007 and
Commission Regulation (EC) N° 889/

2008 by an EU control authority or control
body approved in accordance with Article 27
of Council Regulation (EC) N° 834/2007; and
accompanied by the certificate which is
issued by an EU control authority or control
body are deemed equivalent to those
products that have been produced and
processed in accordance with the
Canadian Organic Products Regulations,
2009 (OPR 20009).

These products may be sold, labelled and
represented in Canada as organic, including
displaying the Canadian organic logo as well
as the EU organic logo as set out in the
Commission Regulation (EC) N° 889/2008.

Organic agricultural products produced and
processed inEUand certified to the
European Organic System are accepted as
organic in Canada without additional
certification.

Ingredients of processed products must be
produced in the EUor imported into
the EU in accordance with Article 33
of Council Regulation
(EC) N° 834/2007 - PDF (191 kb).

Organic products exported to Canada must
be accompanied by an organic certificate
issued by an EU Control body listed in
the List of Control Authorities in Charge of
Controls in the Organic Sector provided for in
Article 35(b) of Council Regulation
(EC) N° 834/2007

Organic products certified in accordance with
the European Organic System and exported
to Canada may bear the Canada Organic
Logo. A copy of the logo must be requested
from the Control bodies responsible for the
certification.

Organic products imported into Canada must
meet Canadian labelling requirements.

1. Japan's import requirements

1.1 Canadian organic products covered
under JCOEA

Canada has signed an organic equivalence
arrangement with Japan. This means that, as
long as the terms of the arrangement are
met, certified organic products in Japan or in
Canada may be sold as organic in either
country.

The following Canadian organic products are
covered under JCOEA and must bear the
Japanese Agricultural Standards (JAS) seal
to be sold in Japan: plants, including fungi,
processed foods of plant origin

These products may also use the Canada
Organic logo in compliance with the Organic
Products Regulations.

Canadian exporters may apply the JAS logo
to their plants or plant-based processed
products in one of two ways:
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Canadian exporters who have a contract with
a JAS-certified  importer may  apply
the JAS logo to their products directly for sale
in either Japan or Canada. To view the list
of JAS-certified importers, see Ministry of
Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries (MAFF) -
Organic Foods.

Canadian exporters who do not have a
contract with a JAS-certified importer
may not apply the JAS logo to their products
prior to export. A JAS-certified importer must
import the product, and that importer must
apply the JAS logo to the product prior to sale
within Japan.

Canadian organic products exported to
Japan under the JCOEA must be
accompanied by a valid organic certificate
issued by a CFIA accredited Certification
Body. In addition, a document including the
relevant information from Article 35 of the
Enforcement Regulations for the Law
Concerning Standardization and Proper
Labelling of Agricultural and Forestry
Products — PDF (111 kb) has to accompany
each shipment. The document has to be
completed by the CFIA accredited
Certification Body.

1.2 Canadian organic agricultural
products outside the scope of the JCOEA
JAS non-regulated Canadian organic
products (e.g., meat, dairy, honey) certified
by a CFlA-accredited Certification Body in
Canada will continue to have access to the
Japanese market but will not bear
the JAS logo.

All certified products under the Canada
Organic Regime must comply with the
Organic Products Regulations, including
labelling requirements for the use of the
Canada Organic logo. These products must
be accompanied by a valid organic
certificate.

If the alcoholic beverage is labelled with the
word "organic" in the Japanese language,
then a certificate that includes the name of
the certified alcoholic beverage, the name
and the address of the certified farm or
brewery, the number and date of certification,
the address and name of the operator, the

country of origin, and the address and name
of the certifying body is required to
accompany export. The certificate must be
issued by a CFIA accredited certification
body.

1.3 Japan's labelling requirements

All  organic products covered in this
arrangement and imported into Japan must
comply with the Japanese labelling
requirements, the Food Sanitation Act and
other related registration, see Ministry of
Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries (MAFF) -
Organic Foods.

2. Canada's import requirements

2.1 Japanese organic products covered
under JCOEA

In the letter from Canada to Japan, Canada
has acknowledged that, pursuant to
the Canadian Food Inspection Agency
Act and the Canada Agricultural Products
Act, plants, including fungi and processed
foods of plant origin, produced and
processed in accordance with the Japanese
Organic System, are produced and
processed under an organic certification
system that provides safeguards and
guidelines governing the production and
processing of such products that are
equivalent to the requirements of the
Canadian Organic Products Regulations,
20009.

All JAS certified organic plants, including
fungi, and plant-based processed products
that have been produced in Japan or whose
final processing or packaging occurs within
Japan and are certified by a Japanese
Registered Certification Body can be
imported under this arrangement and are
accepted as organic in Canada without
additional certification.

Japanese organic products must be
accompanied by an organic certificate issued
by a Japanese Registered Certification Body
listed in the List of Registered certifying
bodies (Organic products (domestic)) — .

2.2 Japanese organic agricultural
products outside the scope of the JCOEA
Japanese organic products that are not
covered by the JCOEA (e.g., meat, dairy,
honey) can be imported and sold in Canada
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as organic as long as they are certified to the
Canadian Organic Standard by
a CFIA accredited Certification Body.

The Japanese certification Bodies will
continue to maintain their accreditation by
the CFIA for these activities after the
Arrangement is signed and implemented.

Imported organic products must be
accompanied by a valid organic certificate
issued by a CFIA accredited Certification
body.

2.3 Canada's labelling requirements

All Japanese organic products covered under
this arrangement imported into Canada must
meet Canadian labelling requirements and
may bear the Canada Organic logo. A copy
of the logo will have to be requested from the
registered Certification Body responsible for
the certification.

All the foods imported to Canada must meet
the regulatory requirements under Canada
Agricultural Products Act and
Regulations, Food and Drugs Actand
Regulations and Consumer Packaging and
labelling Act and Regulations applicable to
the food.

INDIA LEADS THE
MOVEMENT!

Organic is more than a label or certification:
organic stands for quality and conviction — for
theresponsible use of nature’s resources.
BIOFACH INDIA is the meeting place in India
whereanyone and everyone who is
connected to organic converge annually to
share their passionate interest for organic
products, network at a common platform and
educate themselves about thelatest
developments in the organic sector.

ORGANIC

India is bestowed with lot of potential to
produce all varieties of organic products due
to its various agro climatic regionsThis holds
promise for the organic producers to tap the
market which is growing steadily in the
domestic and export market.

India’s largest and most focused event for
organic products provides the perfect
business platform to organic stakeholders,
retailers, exporters / importers, Govt. boards,

state  pavilions, certification  bodies,
consultants and associations from India and
all over the world to congregate for
networking. Such a high quality of visitors
and exhibitors is what sets the fair apart from
any other fair in the Indian market

The last edition of BIOFACH INDIA saw over
6000 trade visitors and consumers and over
200 brands participating. The show attracts a
wide array of products on display covering
verticals such as food, beverages, spices,
natural care and wellness and textiles.

The Government of India has implemented
the National Programme for Organic
Production (NPOP). The NPOP standards for
production and accreditation system have
been recognized by European Commission
and Switzerland for

Wewcun processed plant products as
equivalent to their country standards.
Similarly, USDA has recognized NPOP
conformity assessment procedures of
accreditation as equivalent to that of US. With
these recognitions, Indian organic products
duly certified by the accredited certification
bodies of India are accepted by the importing
countries

As on 31st March 2018, total area under
organic certification process (registered
under National Programme for Organic
Production) is 3.56 million Hectare (2017-
18). This includes 1.78 million ha (50%)
cultivable area and another 1.78 million
Hectare (50%) for wild harvest collection.

Among all the states, Madhya Pradesh has
covered largest area under organic
certification  followed by Rajasthan,
Maharashtra and Uttar Pradesh

During 2016, Sikkim has achieved a
remarkable distinction of converting its entire
cultivable land (more than 76000 ha) under
organic certification.

ORGANIC MAHOTSAYV 2019

Organic Mahotsav 2019 was the 7th in series
of the popular biennial conventions held by
the Organic Farming Association of India.
The event was held in Udaipur (Rajasthan) at
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Shilpgram from 29th November to 1st
December, 2019.

The convention provides a platform for
organic farmers from all over India to share,
learn and grow. Renowned scientists, policy
makers, seed savers, innovators come
together to bring the developments in organic
farming to a common platform — the ultimate
goal being growth of our farmers while also
replenishing our natural resources.

As a new initiative this year, consumer
awareness and involvement of the youth in
organic agriculture at every level had been a
key focus area. A youth incubation program
was developed to promote innovative ideas
in the field of organic farming.

HIGHLIGHTS

1. Seed Biodiversity Festival — Seed was the
basic input and lifeline of agriculture. Local
farming communities preserved, shared and
reused their diverse indigenous seed
varieties over generations. The festival
brought together seed savers, organic
farmers and farmer breeders from all over the
country with the motto of promoting our Desi
(indigenous) varieties for nutritious and
productive crops. More than 200 Seed
savers from all over India participated with
more than 4000 across grains , pulses, rice,
vegetables, fruits, tubers etc.

2. Go-Dhan model — A Model cow project
displaying uses of cows in organic
agriculture. Workshops and displays on
production of value added products using
cow dung and cow urine like bricks , Vedic
plaster etc The event also showed
biodiversity among cows and other livestocks
from all over India.

3. Demonstration of a model organic farm —
Special plots were prepared with the practical
help of farmers and scientists, showing how
crops could be grown using organic
techniques. An exhibition from various
groups from across states showcased their
techniques & activities related to organic
farming. Genuine and certified input
providers for organic farming displayed their
farmer-friendly products. A demo space for

medicinal plants and their uses was also be
prepared.

4. Kissan Haat— This space allowed
consumers to know and procure authentic
organic produce directly from producers as
well as interact with them. It opens up
marketing opportunities for all the organic
producers selling farm produce and value
added products.

5. Innovation arena-— Innovations of
equipments, implements and organic
technologies were opened for display and
discussion. Each project contributed to food
and clothing value chain and also provide a
platform for the innovators to reach a larger
audience. Also a rare opportunity to discuss
with awarded organic farmers from all over
the country.

6. Agri-preneur start-up camp — A program
for guiding and motivating young
entrepreneurs. amplifying their ideas into
successful models through inputs and
training.

7. Cultural Programs — Every evening of the
convention was unique and celebratory, with
special kinds of cultural programs related to
organic farming & food.

8. Various workshops, exhibitions and live
demonstrations — Workshops and
demonstrations on topic like urban
gardening, natural dyeing, soil health, to
enable exchange of knowledge and provide
interactive learning for all.

9. Gaba - Alternate Fashion - Gaba -
Alternate fashion was a unique show
featuring desi cotton clothing dyed using
natural  materials.  Organic  Farming
Association of India (OFAI) collaborated with
designers, to create clothing which was
easily accessible and wearable in everyday
life.

The show focuses on promoting showing the
value chain of desi cotton from farmer to
consumer. Bringing slow and sustainable
clothing into the mainstream and spreading
awareness.
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The program includes a ramp walk,
interactive displays with fabrics and clothing,
a networking session for producers,
designers and students, and an organic
marketplace.

The Display show and cotton marketplace
was open to registered participants and the
Udaipur public.

Date -30 November, 2019

10. Aai ki Handi — A competition was held
among the participants with old ancestral
recipes from mothers and grandmothers.
This competition aimed to bring back lost
recipes, promoting nutritional home-cooked
meals over junk food. The recipes collected
from all over India was complied into a book
to be used by food enthusiasts. The food
prepared by the participants was available
participants and Udaipur localites for tasting.

Date : 1 December,2019

11. Organic Food Festival — A one of its kind
food festival serving delicious organic food
from all over the country. The goal was to
reconnect urban consumers with healthy
food traditions. This Organic Food Festival
took the consumers’ taste buds to traditional,
nutritious and diverse organic foods. This
could help to reconnect with our rich food
heritage.

Date -1 December, 2019

12. International Film Festival on food and
farming — National and international films on
various subjects like conservation of natural
resources, organic and eco-friendly lifestyle,
food safety, success stories of organic
farmers were screened in a Film Festival.

The film festival was open to registered
participants and the Udaipur public from 10
AM onwards

Date -1 December, 2019

WHAT WE HOPE TO ACHIEVE

Promoting organic as lifestyle with all basic
components, food, clothing and zero waste
living highlight the importance of organic
farming for our future.

Involving and engaging consumers around
organic agriculture and traditional food
practices.

Build a strong network of people from the
grassroots level to the final consumers.
Awareness and involvement of the youth in
organic agriculture at every level.

Event Name: Organic Mahotsav 2019
Date: 29th November to 1st December 2019
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Books on Organic Farming

ORGANIC FARMING IN INDIA

by Dr. Ranjan Kumar Biswas (Author)
Rs 1200 /- Hardcover: 300 pages
Publisher: N D PUBLISHER; 1 edition
(2014)

Language: English

ISBN-10: 9381274576

Organic Farming Concepts, Application and
Advances Hardcover — 2015

by Subhash Chand (Author)

Hardcover, ¥ 510.00

PRINCIPLES OF ORGANIC
FARMING PAPERBACK — 2017
by S.R. Reddy (Author)
Paperback, from ¥ 280.00

PRINCIPLES OF ORGANIC FARMING :
(WITH THEORY AND

PRACTICALS) PAPERBACK —-2019

by E Somasundaram (Author), D Udhaya
Nandhini (Author), M Meyyappan (Author)
Paperback, ¥ 540.00

MANUFACTURE OF BIOFERTILIZER AND
ORGANIC FARMING Paperback — 2011

by H. PANDA (Author)

Paperback, ¥ 975.001

ORGANIC URBAN FARMING, THE INDIAN
WAY: COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE TO
ORGANIC GARDENING FOR URBAN
SPACES IN INDIA (Organic Farming Book
1) Kindle Edition

by Prabal Mallick (Author)

Kindle Edition, 599.00 Read with Free
App
With rising population, decreasing

agricultural productions and heavy use of
chemicals in farming, access to fresh, safe
and nutritious vegetables and fruits is getting
harder by the day; especially so in urban
areas. This has led to more and more people
growing their own fresh vegetables at their
homes in a worldwide movement known as
‘grow your own’. A number of books also
have been published on urban farming, but
hardly any of them for Indian conditions and
context. This book is a direct response to this

knowledge gap. It starts with a discussion on
current food situation around the world and
establishes the context for and the
importance of sustainable urban agriculture.
Then Prabal takes the reader through various
considerations one needs to make before
starting one’s own food garden. These
considerations are important for planning and
designing one’s garden and are often ignored
by inexperienced gardeners leading to
monumental failures. In the next section all
methods starting from container and potting
mix preparation to soil maintenance and pest
management are discussed with clear
instructions. These methods and procedures
have been tailor made for urban and semi
urban areas and urban life style. As a bonus
section Prabal also gives ways to solve
common problems in the garden with
ingredients directly from the kitchen shelf.
This book discusses all aspects of organic
urban farming in India in a clear and direct
way with plenty of pictorial references and
hence is a must have for everyone who wants
to or already is ‘growing one’s own’.
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